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Minutes 
City of Colona, Illinois 
City Council Meeting 

Colona City Hall 
January 26, 2026 

6:00 PM 
Livestream Link: 

https://youtube.com/live/_fEE_hDR3DY?feature=share  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
a. Mayor Johnson called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3. ROLL CALL 

a. Aldermen present: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and 
Strobbe.  

b. Staff present: Mayor Johnson, Attorney Wright, Police Chief Powless, Public Works 
Director Erichsen, Finance Director Legare, and City Clerk Park. 

 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

a. None  
 
5. MAYOR’S REPORT 

a. Discussed but not limited to: Update on Burrage and roofing claims. Surface 
Transportation Block Grant – Briar Bluff Road – Bi-State administers the grants and they 
have advised they will be calling for projects in April 2026. New Admin Clerk – position 
was offered to a candidate today and they have accepted; more details to come. Goal 
setting meeting scheduled – February 4th at 5:30pm. Mineral Creek Drive – survey is 
complete; Mayor explained the miscommunicate with corporate council on the passage of 
the resolution related to this matter on 10.27.25 and was advised no ordinance will be 
required. 
 

6. CLERK’S REPORT 
a. Training reminder for elected officials 

 
7. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Finance Committee – Alderman Stablein gave a summary of their last meeting 
b. Parks Committee – Alderman Hillman gave a summary of their last meeting 

 
8. GOOD OF THE ORDER 

a. None 
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9. CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Approve payment of bills – Accounts Payable Invoice report for the period January 13-

26, 2026 
b. Approve payroll for the period January 11-25, 2026 
c. Approve 01.12.26 City Council Meeting Minutes 

1. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda letters a-d. Alderman 
Stablein seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, 
Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

2. Discussion: It was noted on page 4 of the accounts payable, the total year-to-date 
amount did not match, staff is working with LOCiS to get this corrected. This is a 
report issue and does not affect the totals, which are correct. 

 
10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a. None 
 
11. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Approve Ordinance [O-26-02]; amending Ordinance [O-25-12]; the vacation of part of a 
public alleyway near 501 1st Street, Colona, Illinois 
1. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Hergert seconded the motion. 

Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, 
and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
b. Approve Resolution [R-26-02]; authorizing the Colona Police Department to apply for 

ICJIA grant funding to procure live scan fingerprinting equipment 
1. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Hillman seconded the motion. 

Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, 
and Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 

2. Discussion: Police Chief Powless stated if they do not get this equipment, they will 
soon have to start outsourcing, which would have officers going to other districts 
when needed. The upkeep/service fee depends on the type of equipment procured 
and will determine the yearly subscription cost. This will need to be added to the 
budget moving forward. 
 

c. Accept grant from Hometown Consulting (valued at $12,500) and authorize City Staff 
and the Economic Development Committee to participate in the “Strong Communities 
Initiative” (SCI) 
1. Alderman Hergert made a motion to approve. Alderman Lack seconded the motion. 

Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, 
and Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

2. Cole from SCI gave an overview of what their company does, what the program is, 
and the benefits that are included in this 16-week program. 
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d. Approve revised fee schedule for Colona Scott Family Park and authorize 
implementation of updated park rental and usage rates 
1. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Stablein seconded the motion. 

Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Hergert, and Strobbe. 
Nays: Jones and Waterman. 
Motion passed with 6 ayes, 2 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 

2. Discussion: An overview was given of the decisions made and why they chose what 
they did. It was stated any previous bookings would be grandfathered in and the 
changes will take effect moving forward.  
 

e. Approve the Plan Commission’s recommendation to update the City’s slogan and logo 
through the launch of a city-wide competition  
1. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Swemline seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, 
and Strobbe. Nay: Hillman. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 

2. Discussion: It was noted in the agenda summary N/A was down for financial impact, 
but there is 1 sign with the old slogan and logo that will need to be replaced. 
 

f. Discussion and Possible Action; Amend Chapter Six (Aldermanic Council) of the Code 
of Ordinances, specifically sections [1-6-2: Meetings & 1-6-4(D): Committees] to add a 
Committee of the Whole (COW) Meeting to be held prior to regularly scheduled council 
meetings 
1. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve, with an amendment to revisit the 

matter at the final meeting in July 2026, establishing a six-month trial period. 
Alderman Hillman seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, 
Lack, Swemline, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. Nay: Jones. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 

 
12. CLOSED SESSION 

a. None 
 

13. ADJOURN 
a. Alderman Waterman made a motion to adjourn at 6:44pm. Alderman Swemline seconded 

the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 

 

Minutes submitted by: 
 
Charlotte Park 
City Clerk 


