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City of Colona, Illinois 
Committee of the Whole 
& City Council Minutes 

February 23, 2026 
6:00 PM 

Colona City Hall 
100 E 9th Avenue 
Livestream Link: 

https://youtube.com/live/gvFFHrwCURA?feature=share  
 

1. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE CALL TO ORDER 
1.1. Called to order by Mayor Johnson at 6:00pm. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. ROLL CALL 
3.1. Aldermen present: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and 

Strobbe.  
3.2. Staff present: Mayor Johnson, Attorney Wright, Police Chief Powless, Finance Director 

Legare, and City Clerk Park. 
 

4. REMOTE ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE 
4.1. N/A 

 

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
5.1. Brad Goddard – neighborhood parks – spoke about his interest getting involved and 

helping with the community parks. He brought up the Level Acres Sullivan Park, how it 
is rusty, shows wear and tear that needs addressed, and the fact that it was vandalized. 
He said there was a bench and light that were removed without any public 
announcement. Asked where the $300,000 that was granted to the City for the 
improvement of parks is. Asked if there was a plan in development for the money. 
Mayor Johnson notified the resident the City has not received the money yet, but he has 
been in contact with the state about it. 

 

6. MAYOR’S REPORT 
6.1. Reminder that the Budget Workshop is set for March 4th, 2026, at 5:30pm. The Joint 

TIF Review Board Meeting is complete. PW Director Erichsen and his team are 
working to fix issues in the CSFP restrooms. Waiting on the LRS contract for refuse 
services. The bid opening for the parking lot is set for 3.2.26. Burrage Roofing update – 
claims adjuster and Burrage are still far apart on a few things, specifically related to the 
pool roof and Xactimate estimates. Discussed the City’s mission statement, goals, and 
priorities. 

 

https://youtube.com/live/gvFFHrwCURA?feature=share
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7. CLERK’S REPORT 
7.1. Reminder for chairpersons to get me their minutes 

 

8. GOOD OF THE ORDER 
8.1. The Mayor was proud to announce his daughter was going to be inducted into the 

National Honor Society 
 

9. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

9.1. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
a. N/A 

 

9.2. FINANCE/ADMIN 
a. Discuss and approve immediately taking to full Council the renewal of CD 

#9900708 (estimated value $884,574.77) for a 6 month term at an APY of 4.00%, 
CD #9900712 (estimated value $331,715.54) for a 6 month term at an APY of 
4.00%, CD #9900713 (estimated value $552,998.54, withdraw $55,294.33 and 
deposit this amount into General Fund Savings at Blackhawk Bank, and renew the 
remaining balance of $497,704.21) for a 6 month term at an APY of 4.00%, CD 
#9900714 (estimated value $255,407.05) for a 6 month term at an APY of 4.00%, 
and CD #9900715 (estimated value $255,407.04) for a 12  month term at an APY of 
3.85%; all of which will be held at Bank Orion, and designate Mayor Brian Johnson 
and Alderman Lawrence Swemline as authorized signers 
i. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Hillman seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, 
Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent 

ii. Discussion: It was asked why all the CDs had a rate of 4: APY except the last 
one; it was done that way so the City did not have to take a lower rate. It was 
also noted in the future that Aldermen would like to know in advance if money 
is being reallocated, where it is going and why; in regard to the $55,294.33 on 
this agenda item. 

b. Discuss and approve immediately taking to full Council the City Clerk’s 
appointment of Beth Newquist to the position of Deputy City Clerk 
i. Alderman Hillman made a motion to approve. Alderman Hergert seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, 
Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent 

 

9.3. PUBLIC SAFETY 
a. Discuss and approve taking to full Council on 03.09.26 amending the parking 

ordinance 
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i. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Swemline seconded 
the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, 
Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent 

ii. Discussion: 3rd Avenue both sides between Route 84 and 2nd Street need to be 
added. A drive through town was suggested to catch any other missed areas. 

 

9.4. PUBLIC WORKS 
a. Discussion and update on East 1 & 2 Water Tower Pipe Rupture 

i. Mayor Johnson gave a summary of what happened. It was asked who filled 
tower to flush it?  Was it on our end or one of the companies working for us? 

b. Discuss and approve taking to full Council on 03.09.26 the Colona Scott Family 
Park Honey Wagon Services 
i. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Stablein seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. Nay: Jones. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent 

ii. Discussion: It was asked if any of the current workers have a license to do this; 
no, they would have to get trained. Cost of training is not expected to exceed 
$1,000. It was asked how much the City charges to pump a camper; $30/trailer. 
How much is it going to cost to get someone to do it; it would be done under 
normal public works pay. It was asked if the City has insurance to cover this; 
the insurance stayed the same from previous, and it was covered then, so yes. 
Has anyone contacted an outside vendor to see if it would be cheaper to 
outsource the work; yes, the vendors do not know if they would be able to do it, 
it may not be consistent or high enough numbers for them to make the trip. 
Porta potties were also discussed; if we have workers trained, they would be 
able to clean these too, which would save the City money during events. 

c. Discuss and approve taking to full Council on 03.09.26 the MFT Estimate of 
Maintenance Costs for calendar year 2026 
i. Alderman Swemline made a motion to approve. Alderman Lack seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, 
Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent 

 

9.5.  PARKS COMMITTEE 
a. Discuss and approve immediately taking to full Council the 2026 Activity Center 

and Pavilion rates, making them equivalent 
i. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve. Alderman Stablein seconded 

the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. Abstention: Jones. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nays, 1 abstention, and 0 absent 
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b. Discuss and approve immediately taking to full Council the 2026 Colona Scott 
Family Park swim pass rates 
i. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve. Alderman Lack seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. Abstention: Jones. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nays, 1 abstention, and 0 absent 

ii. Discussion: It was asked if a family had more than 4 children, would there be an 
additional charge or would they have to pay for a day pass each time; it was 
concluded an additional charge could be added - $37/child resident, $45/child 
non-resident. It was asked how people are going to prove residency; ID. 
 

10. ADJOURN 
10.1. Alderman Waterman made a motion to adjourn at 6:41pm. Alderman Hillman 

seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, 
Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent 

 

**Mayor Johnson departed at 6:30pm. Mayor pro tem Swemline took over.** 
 

1. CITY COUNCIL CALL TO ORDER 
1.1. Called to order by Mayor pro tem Swemline at 6:41pm. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
2.1. Aldermen present: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and 

Strobbe.  
2.2. Staff present: Attorney Wright, Police Chief Powless, Finance Director Legare, and 

City Clerk Park. 
 

3. REMOTE ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE 
3.1. N/A 

 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 
4.1. Approve payment of bills – Accounts Payable Invoice report for the period February 

10-23, 2026 
4.2. Approve payroll for the period February 11-25, 2026 
4.3. Approve Treasurer’s Reports for January 2026 
4.4. Approve 02.09.26 City Council meeting minutes 

a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda items 4.1.- 4.4. 
Alderman Hergert seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, 
Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
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6.1. Approve the renewal of CD #9900708 (estimated value $884,574.77) for a 6 month 
term at an APY of 4.00%, CD #9900712 (estimated value $331,715.54) for a 6 month 
term at an APY of 4.00%, CD #9900713 (estimated value $552,998.54, withdraw 
$55,294.33 and deposit this amount into General Fund Savings at Blackhawk Bank, and 
renew the remaining balance of $497,704.21) for a 6 month term at an APY of 4.00%, 
CD #9900714 (estimated value $255,407.05) for a 6 month term at an APY of 4.00%, 
and CD #9900715 (estimated value $255,407.04) for a 12  month term at an APY of 
3.85%; all of which will be held at Bank Orion, and designate Mayor Brian Johnson and 
Alderman Lawrence Swemline as authorized signers 
a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Hillman seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent 

6.2. Approve City Clerk’s appointment of Beth Newquist to the position of Deputy City 
Clerk 
a. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Waterman seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent 

6.3. Approve 2026 Activity Center and Pavilion rates, making them equivalent 
a. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Hergert seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. Abstention: Jones. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nays, 1 abstention, and 0 absent 

6.4. Approve 2026 Colona Scott Family Park swim pass rates 
a. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve with the amendment of 

$37/additional residential child and $45/additional non-residential child to the 
season family pass option. Alderman Hillman seconded the motion. Upon roll call; 
Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Abstention: Jones. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nays, 1 abstention, and 0 absent 

 

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
7.1. N/A 
 

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
8.1. N/A 

 

9. ADJOURN 
9.1. Alderman Waterman made a motion to adjourn at 6:49pm. Alderman Hillman seconded 

the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent 


