
 
 

Regular Meeting  1 of 9  04.13.26 

City of Colona, Illinois 
Committee of the Whole 
& City Council Minutes 

April 13, 2026 
6:00 PM 

Colona City Hall 
100 E. 9th Avenue 
Livestream Link: 

https://youtube.com/live/V1D451Lagi8?feature=share   
 

1. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE CALL TO ORDER 
1.1. Called to order by Mayor Johnson at 6:02pm. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3. ROLL CALL 

3.1. Aldermen present: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and 
Strobbe. 

3.2. Staff present: Mayor Johnson, Attorney Wright, Police Chief Powless, PW Director 
Erichsen, Finance Director Legare, and Clerk Park. 

 
4. REMOTE ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE 

4.1. N/A 
 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

5.1. Tony Armstrong – FY26-27 Budget 
a. Expressed concern over proposed Police Department budget cuts, noting the 

department is busier than ever. While supportive of infrastructure improvements, he 
stated they should not come at the expense of police funding, citing potential 
impacts such as longer response times, reduced school presence, officer burnout, 
and overall public safety. 
 

5.2. Don Ropp – FY26-27 Budget 
a. Spoke regarding his most recent FOIA request and the City’s proposed budget, 

encouraging residents to obtain a copy of the budget and review it. 
 

5.3. Mike Ruff – FY26-27 Budget 
a. As a local school administrator, emphasized the importance of the school–Police 

Department relationship and the SRO agreement, requesting collaboration and 
discussion rather than unilateral decisions if PD budget cuts are considered. 
 

https://youtube.com/live/V1D451Lagi8?feature=share
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5.4. Anita Molander – FY26-27 Budget 
a. Expressed concern that cutting the Police Department budget while pursuing 

growth could deter businesses. Noted potential for increased response times, 
reliance on Henry County, and impacts on officer and public safety, emphasizing 
the importance of maintaining funding. 
 

5.5. Carol Wiesman – FY26-27 Budget 
a. Stated that Henry County response times could be 45–60 minutes, which could be 

critical in emergencies. Drawing on experience as a paramedic/EMT, she expressed 
concern about short staffing, lack of officer backup, and overall safety, emphasizing 
the need to maintain local police services. 

 
6. MAYOR’S REPORT 

6.1. Attended the Henry County Tourism dinner and discovered how Colona is being 
marketed in regional magazines. Received an update from Hometown Consulting; draft 
reports are expected to be completed and submitted to the City in early May. Noted 
potential fiscal year-end budget adjustments, including the transfer of any projected 
surplus. Provided an update on DLM Properties (Chestnut Drive); a meeting is 
scheduled for April 30th at 4:30 p.m. Reported on East 450th Street; a structural engineer 
is currently reviewing the bridge repair plan. Once complete, the plan will be submitted 
to IDOT for review. Park Grant update: the City is now eligible to begin work on the 
application. Burrage Roofing update: met with representatives who are requesting the 
City contribute 20% toward project costs for work not completed. Surplus vehicles 
update: all vehicles have been sold and picked up. Comprehensive Plan update: remains 
on track, with a draft expected to be presented to the Council in June or July. The next 
meeting is scheduled for May 19th. 

 
7. CLERK’S REPORT 

7.1. Statement of Economic Interest forms will be arriving by mail, if you have not already 
received yours. Please complete the form and return it to either me or send it in to the 
Henry County Clerk. Alderman Stablein has also provided a helpful link, which I can 
share with anyone needing assistance completing the form. 

 
8. GOOD OF THE ORDER 

8.1. Mayor Johnson gave a shoutout to Cindy Painter and Jamie Jungwirth for their efforts in 
improving the CSFP Clubhouse restrooms! 

8.2. Mayor Johnson recognized the PD for their efforts in responding to an incident on Easter 
involving a deceased individual, also stating the family is very appreciative. 

8.3. Alderman Lack gave a shoutout to Cool Doggie Den and their ribbon cutting that was 
held on 4/11/26, stating this business has a lot to offer pet owners! 

8.4. It was announced that a TIF Application was turned in for a potential Route 6 business! 
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9. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA ITEMS 
9.1. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

a. N/A 
 

9.2. FINANCE/ADMIN 
a. Discussion and possible action: Approve Ordinance [O-26-06] and the FY2026-

2027 Budget 
i. Alderman Hillman made a motion to approve taking this to full council as a 

special meeting (proceeding the Public Budget Hearing) on 04.20.26. Alderman 
Stablein seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, 
Swemline, Jones, and Hergert. Nays: Waterman and Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 6 ayes, 2 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

ii. Discussion: The conversation continued with points reiterated from the previous 
meeting. Appreciation was expressed for all members showing up and sharing 
their input. The vehicle budget was further discussed and clarified. 
 

b. Discussion and possible action: Approve Ordinance [O-26-XX] amending Chapter 
8, Title 1 of the City Code to establish a Sewer Adjustment Program for Residential 
Swimming Pool Filling 
i. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking it to full council. Alderman 

Hillman seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, 
Swemline, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. Nay: Jones.  
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

ii. Discussion: It was asked where the water goes when you empty a pool; typically 
in your yard/on the ground, not into sanitary sewer. 

 
c. Discussion and possible action: Approve Resolution [R-26-XX] establishing a $40 

administrative fee for approved sewer adjustment applications 
i. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve taking it to full council. Alderman 

Lack seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, 
Swemline, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. Nay: Jones.  
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
d. Discussion and possible action: Approve a new three-year agreement for City 

Attorney Legal Services 
i. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve taking it to full council. 

Alderman Lack seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, 
Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

ii. Discussion: Appreciation was expressed for Attorney staying on as long as 
he/they did without a contract in place, City is very grateful! 
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e. Discussion and possible action: Approve waiving the rental fee of the CSFP 
Clubhouse for the Colona Beautification team to hold a fundraising event on Friday 
May 15th, 2026 
i. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve taking it to full council. Alderman 

Hergert seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Lack, Swemline, 
Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. Nay: Hillman.  
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

ii. Discussion: An opinion was expressed that events not offering free entry to 
residents should be required to pay to use the venue. This was countered with 
the perspective that funds raised would be reinvested into the community, 
helping to improve and enhance the community overall. It was also noted that if 
the City continues to waive rental fees, it incurs costs to maintain the building 
and provide staffing without compensation. 

 
f. Discussion and possible action: Approve waiving the rental fee of the Memorial 

Pavillion for the Fire Department to hold a picnic on July 5th, 2026 
i. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve taking it to full council. Alderman 

Lack seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, 
Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
9.3. PUBLIC SAFETY 

a. Discussion and possible action: Mayoral appointment of John VanHyning to the 
Colona Police Pension Board 
i. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve taking it to full council. 

Alderman Swemline seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, 
Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
b. Discussion and possible action: Mayoral Appointment of Daniel McDaniel to the 

Police Commission 
i. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve taking it to full council. 

Alderman Lack seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, 
Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
c. Police Department Information and Stats 

i. Discussion: Discussion was held regarding an email from Chief Powless 
concerning the creation of an ordinance task force aimed at improving 
communication, coordination, and overall effectiveness in addressing 
neighborhood ordinance enforcement and blight concerns. Aldermen were 
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provided with ward-specific points of contact and encouraged to notify the CSO 
or assigned officer of any blight or ordinance issues that may have been 
overlooked. It was noted that the CSO, as a single individual, may not be able 
to identify or address all concerns independently and could benefit from 
additional support and input. 

 
9.4. PUBLIC WORKS 

a. Discussion and possible action: Approve Resolution [R-26-XX] to proceed with the 
RRVRSS Wastewater Regionalization Study 
i. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking it to full council. Alderman 

Jones seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, 
Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
b. Discussion and possible action: Approval of a New Agreement with Maguire Iron 

for Removal and Replacement of the Riser Pipe at the East 1 & 2 water tower 
i. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve taking it to full council. 

Alderman Stablein seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, 
Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

ii. Discussion: Noted they’d like to add the contingency of only approving this if 
Maguire sands and paints the East 1&2 basement pipes for free 

 
c. Discussion and possible action: Approve budget line adjustment and expenditure of 

up to $5,000 to make drainage improvements at the Colona Scott Family Park full 
hook-up campsites (Section L) 
i. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve taking it to full council. 

Alderman Lack seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, 
Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
d. Discussion and possible action: Approve the extension of the City’s initial 

maintenance commitment of the Multi-Use Path west from 7th Street to the bridge 
structure over the Rock River 
i. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking it to full council. Alderman 

Hergert seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, 
Swemline, Hergert, and Strobbe. Nays: Jones and Waterman. 
Motion passed with 6 ayes, 2 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

ii. Discussion: Aldermen would like clarification on who would maintain the 
bridge; according to an email sent to Ryan, structural responsibilities would be 
the responsibility of the State. 
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10. ADJOURN 
10.1. Alderman Swemline made a motion to adjourn at 8:10pm. Alderman Lack seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
1. CITY COUNCIL CALL TO ORDER 

1.1. Called to order by Mayor Johnson at 8:10pm. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
2.1. Aldermen present: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and 

Strobbe. 
2.2. Staff present: Mayor Johnson, Attorney Wright, Police Chief Powless, PW Director 

Erichsen, Finance Director Legare, and Clerk Park. 
 
3. REMOTE ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE 

3.1. N/A 
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 

4.1. Approve payment of bills – Accounts Payable Invoice report for the period March 24 – 
April 13, 2026 

4.2. Approve payroll for the period March 26 – April 10, 2026 
4.3. Approve Treasurer’s Reports for March 2026 
4.4. Approve 03.23.26 City Council meeting minutes 
4.5. Approve 01.05.26 Public Works Committee meeting minutes 
4.6. Approve 02.02.26 Public Works Committee meeting minutes 

a. Alderman Swemline made a motion to approve 4.1 - 4.6. Alderman Lack seconded 
the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, 
Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

5.1. N/A 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

6.1. Approve Resolution R-26-07; approving a budget amendment totaling $72,100 and 
authorizing the Mayor to enter into an intergovernmental agreement with the City of 
Moline for participation in the RRVRSS Wastewater Regionalization study 
a. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Lack seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 
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6.2. Approve Resolution R-26-08; waiving the competitive bidding process, approving a 
budget amendment, and authorizing an agreement with Maguire iron for the removal 
and replacement of the riser pipe at the East 1 &2 water tower 
a. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve. Alderman Jones seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
6.3. Approve the authorization of a budget adjustment and approve the purchase of (21) new 

lockers for the Police Department from Jorgenson Lockers totaling $10,437.00 
a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Jones seconded the motion. 

Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
6.4. Approve the selection of a contractor for the Scott Family Park Pool House exhaust 

system improvements and authorize staff to enter into an agreement 
a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve entering the agreement with Climate 

Engineers. Alderman Hillman seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, 
Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Waterman, and Strobbe. Abstention: Hergert. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 1 abstention, and 0 absent. 

 
6.5. Approve the Agreement for Professional Services – Public Works Building 

Improvements (Hutchison Engineering) 
a. Alderman Hergert made a motion to approve. Alderman Swemline seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
6.6. Approve budget line adjustment and expenditure of up to $5,000 to make drainage 

improvements at the Colona Scott Family Park full hook-up campsites (Section L) 
a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Hillman seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
6.7. Approve CSFP RV Seasonal Site Contract Community Rules and Regulations Version 

1.7 
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a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Hillman seconded the 
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
and Strobbe. Abstention: Waterman. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 1 abstention, and 0 absent. 

b. Discussion: It was asked if the language about headlights and taillights was 
remaining the same or changing; remaining the same. 

 
6.8. Approve waiving the rental fee of the CSFP Clubhouse for the Colona Beautification 

team to hold a fundraising event on Friday May 15th, 2026 
a. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Lack seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
6.9. Approve waiving the rental fee of the Memorial Pavillion for the Colona Fire 

Department to hold a picnic on July 5th, 2026 
a. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Lack seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

7.1. Don Ropp – FY26-27 Budget 
a. Expressed concern that economic development needs to increase, emphasizing that 

commercial growth generates the most revenue. Noted the challenge of boosting 
sales tax revenue and stated that while a city manager/administrator is needed, 
funding the position presents a “catch-22.” Concluded that the City is in a difficult 
position after delaying action for too long. 

 
Moving into closed session: Mayor Johnson read the closed session agenda item and 
qualification. 

• Alderman Stablein made a motion to move into executive session at 8:36pm. Alderman 
Hillman seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, 
Jones, Hergert, and Strobbe. Nay: Waterman (stated for record, against his will). 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
8. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

8.1. Discuss pending or probable litigation against, affecting or on behalf of the public body 
under [5 ILCS 120/2(C)(11)] 
a. Discussion was had and concluded. 
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Concluding executive session and moving back into regular session. 
• Alderman Waterman made a motion end executive session and move back into regular 

session at 9:00pm. Alderman Hillman seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: 
Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
9. ADJOURN 

9.1. Alderman Hillman made a motion to adjourn at 9:00pm. Alderman Waterman seconded 
the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 


