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City of Colona, Illinois 
Committee of the Whole 
& City Council Minutes 

April 27, 2026 
6:00 PM 

Colona City Hall 
100 E. 9th Avenue 
Livestream Link: 

https://youtube.com/live/oCsNM9JXviI?feature=share    
 

1. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE CALL TO ORDER 
1.1. Called to order by Mayor Johnson at 6:00pm. 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3. ROLL CALL 

3.1. Aldermen present: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and 
Strobbe. 

3.2. Staff present: Mayor Johnson, Attorney Wright, Police Chief Powless, PW Director 
Erichsen, Finance Director Legare, and Clerk Park. 

 
4. REMOTE ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE 

4.1. N/A 
 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

5.1. Don Ropp – DLM Properties – 2023/24 Mowing Invoices 
a. Addressed the Council regarding the invoices established during his term, explaining 

the basis for the charges, including the use of per-acre rates rather than per-lot rates, 
and the reasoning behind their implementation. He noted that the Greenwood 
Subdivision covenant outlines specific standards, requirements, and restrictions, 
including provisions related to lawn care, garage size, and the number of housing 
units permitted per lot. Concern was expressed that the application submitted by 
DLM does not appear to comply with these established regulations. 
 

5.2. Jonathan Maust – (Item not on agenda) 
a. Stated it had come to his attention that an Alderman visited a citizen’s home 

regarding a Facebook post. He expressed the opinion that the Alderman abused 
their authority and should issue an apology. He further stated that the Alderman 
should also apologize to another Alderman for a disagreement that occurred at the 
previous meeting. The resident indicated his intent was to formally raise these 
concerns to Council. 

https://youtube.com/live/oCsNM9JXviI?feature=share
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i. An Alderman stated they would not be offering an apology but would be willing 
to speak directly with the individuals involved if they wish to do so. The 
Alderman further stated that they have experienced name-calling, threats, and 
individuals driving past their residence, which they described as uncalled for 
and unprofessional. The Alderman indicated that legal services will be 
contacted if such behavior continues. 

ii. Another Alderman stated (during the Mayor’s report, regarding this matter) that 
the two previously referenced Alderman had a discussion outside of the meeting 
and have resolved the matter. It was noted that they are on the same team, share 
a mutual appreciation for the community, and ultimately want the same positive 
outcomes. The Alderman acknowledged a commitment to improving 
communication moving forward and stated that the situation was handled 
professionally and has been resolved. 

 
6. MAYOR’S REPORT 

6.1. Announced the Plan Commission meeting scheduled for Thursday at 4:30 p.m. to 
discuss preliminary plans for the Cottages at Greenwood development. The Mayor then 
turned the floor over to the Public Works Director to discuss the sinkhole in the 
Stonebridge Addition and the tube at Sullivan Park. The Mayor also discussed the 
possibility of Council signing a Civility Pledge or adopting a related resolution at the 
next meeting. Concerns were expressed that some businesses have delayed opening due 
to perceived infighting among Council members and the atmosphere during meetings. 
The Mayor stated that in order for Colona to grow and improve, the City must work 
together and promote a more positive image. 

 
7. CLERK’S REPORT 

7.1. Reported that the owner of The Hour Massage Company contacted City Hall and 
requested that Council postpone consideration of her business license application due to 
her rental space no longer being available. The owner remains interested in locating in 
Colona and will continue to explore alternative locations. 

 
8. GOOD OF THE ORDER 

8.1. It was noted that the Beautification Team’s trail ride over the weekend was a success. 
The event included participation from e-bike riders, walkers, golf cart riders, and 
runners. Volunteers also collected trash along the route prior to the ride, contributing to a 
positive and well-received community event! 

 
9. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA ITEMS 

9.1. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
a. Discussion and possible action: Approve business license for P+E Designs (pending 

appropriate paperwork is submitted) 
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i. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve taking this to full council. 
Alderman Lack seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, 
Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

ii. Discussion: The Council requested that the business owner provide a brief 
description of her business and the services offered. The owner explained that 
her business includes services such as T-shirt printing, 3D printing, laser-
engraved products, acrylic items, window signage, and similar custom products. 

 
b. Discussion and possible action: Approve business license for The Hour Massage 

Therapy (pending appropriate paperwork is submitted) 
i. Postponed upon owner’s request. 

 
9.2. FINANCE/ADMIN 

a. Discussion and possible action: Approve appropriate budget adjustments/transfers 
from line items that are below budget to cover lines items that are over budget 
within each department where necessary. The total current budget allocation per 
department will not be changed nor increased for the current budget FY 2025-26. 

i. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve taking this to full council. 
Alderman Lack seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, 
Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

ii. Discussion: Legare stated that auditors recommend this as best practice for 
budget management. Line-item transfers within departments will be required as 
needed. These adjustments will not increase the overall department budget. If 
there is an overage in one line item and an underutilized balance in another, 
funds will be reallocated from the underspent line to cover the overage, ensuring 
the budget remains the same and does not change. 

 
b. Discussion and possible action: Approve proposed transfers fiscal year end April 

30, 2026. Information will be provided during meeting. 
i. Postponed upon request to ensure accuracy prior to presentation. 
 

c. Discussion and possible action: DLM Properties – 2023/2024 Mowing Invoices 
i. Discussion: Discussion was held regarding the history of property ownership, 

mowing responsibilities, and the resulting invoices currently under 
consideration. Mayor Johnson and Attorney Wright reviewed the circumstances 
surrounding who owned and maintained the property over time. It was asked 
about the possibility of filing a lien, with Attorney Wright noting that while 
filing would be simple, enforcement could be difficult due to potential offset 
claims from DLM, possibly reducing recovery to between $0 and $4,000. The 



 
 

COW & CC Regular Meeting  4 of 8  04.27.26 

proposed road project was discussed, with an estimated cost of approximately 
$300,000. Council also discussed the potential impact on future development 
relationships, as well as the long-term community benefit of waiving the 
approximate $10,000 in invoices. Concerns were raised about waiving the 
invoices if the road project was not completed. A suggestion was made to 
waive the invoices only upon completion of the road project. 
A. Alderman Hillman made a motion to approve taking this to full council with 

the condition of offering a conditional waiver of the mowing fees 
conditioned upon DLM’s development and completion of Chestnut Drive 
within two years. Alderman Stablein seconded the motion. Upon roll call; 
Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, and Hergert. Nays: Jones, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 5 ayes, 3 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
9.3. PUBLIC SAFETY 

a. Discussion and possible action: Approve Ordinance O-26-XX; amending 6-9-3 
“Rules and Regulations” letter (M) Operation of golf cart or neighborhood vehicles 
and 6-9-4 “Permit” number (6) 

i. Alderman Hillman made a motion to approve taking this to full council. 
Alderman Lack seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, 
Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
9.4. PUBLIC WORKS 

a. Discussion and possible action: Generator Maintenance and Monitoring Services 
i. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve taking this to full council. 

Alderman Swemline seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, 
Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
b. Discussion and possible action: City Custodial Services 

i. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve taking this to full council and 
moving forward with Molly Maid. Alderman Swemline seconded the motion. 
Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Hergert, Waterman, 
and Strobbe. Nay: Jones. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

ii. Discussion: Regarding the two bids received, both were determined to be 
submitted incorrectly. One bid was not notarized, and the other included a 
separate notarized page stapled to the required form. A request was made to 
formally reject both bids. Council discussed whether to rebid the project, noting 
the City currently has a lower quote still being honored. It was also noted that 
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rebidding would result in additional staff time and publication costs, and that 
the City was not originally required to seek bids for the project. 

 
9.5. PARKS COMMITTEE 

a. Discussion and possible action: Approve purchase of portable restrooms 
(outhouses/porta-potties) 
i. Alderman Hillman made a motion to approve taking this to full council and 

buying up to 12 portable restrooms, not to exceed $3,000. Alderman Lack 
seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, 
Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

ii. Discussion: PWD Erichsen stated he researched portable restrooms and found 
prices to be approximately $200 each. He was unsure whether the units 
reviewed were accessible-friendly and stated he would conduct further research 
regarding accessibility and pricing. Council expressed interest in purchasing up 
to 12 portable restrooms, including at least 2 accessible units, with a maximum 
budget of $3,000. It was noted that purchasing the units would eliminate the 
need to rent the six restrooms currently rented annually, resulting in long-term 
savings, while also allowing the City to utilize them during special events and 
holidays as needed. 

 
10. ADJOURN 

10.1. Alderman Hillman made a motion to adjourn at 7:00pm. Alderman Lack seconded the 
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
1. CITY COUNCIL CALL TO ORDER 

1.1. Called to order by Mayor Johnson at 7:01pm. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
2.1. Aldermen present: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and 

Strobbe. 
2.2. Staff present: Mayor Johnson, Attorney Wright, Police Chief Powless, PW Director 

Erichsen, Finance Director Legare, and Clerk Park. 
 

3. REMOTE ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE 
3.1. N/A 

 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 
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4.1. Approve payment of bills – Accounts Payable Invoice report for the period April 14-27, 
2026 

4.2. Approve payroll for the period April 11-25, 2026 
4.3. Approve 04.13.26 COW & City Council meeting minutes 
4.4. Approve 04.20.26 Public Budget Hearing meeting minutes 
4.5. Approve 04.20.26 City Council special meeting minutes 

a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Swemline seconded the 
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

5.1. N/A 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

6.1. Approve appropriate budget adjustments/transfers from line items that are below budget 
to cover lines items that are over budget within each department where necessary. The 
total current budget allocation per department will not be changed nor increased for the 
current budget FY 2025-26. 
a. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Lack seconded the motion. 

Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
6.2. Approve proposed transfers fiscal year end April 30, 2026. Information will be provided 

during meeting. 
a. Postponed upon request to ensure accuracy prior to presentation. 

 
6.3. Ordinance [O-26-07] amending Chapter 8, Title 1 of the City Code to establish a Sewer 

Adjustment Program for Residential Swimming Pool Filling 
a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Swemline seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. Nay: Jones. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
6.4. Approve Resolution [R-26-09] establishing a $40 administrative fee for approved sewer 

adjustment applications 
a. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Lack seconded the motion. 

Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Hergert, and Strobbe. 
Nay: Jones and Waterman. 
Motion passed with 6 ayes, 2 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 
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6.5. Approve a new three-year agreement for City Attorney Legal Services 
a. Alderman Swemline made a motion to approve. Alderman Waterman seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
6.6. Approve the extension of the City’s initial maintenance commitment of the Multi-Use 

Path west from 7th Street to the bridge structure over the Rock River 
a. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Hergert seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

b. Discussion: It was stated IDOT will be doing all structural maintenance. 
 

6.7. Approve purchase of portable restrooms (outhouses/porta-potties) 
a. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve the purchase of up to 12 units, not 

to exceed $3,000. Alderman Lack seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: 
Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
6.8. Approve Mayoral appointment of John VanHyning to the Colona Police Pension Board 

a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Stablein seconded the motion. 
Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
6.9. Approve Mayoral Appointment of Daniel McDaniel to the Police Commission 

a. Alderman Swemline made a motion to approve. Alderman Hillman seconded the 
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
6.10. Approve business license for P+E Designs (pending appropriate paperwork is 

submitted) 
a. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve. Alderman Swemline seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 

 
6.11. Approve business license for The Hour Massage Therapy (pending appropriate 

paperwork is submitted) 
a. Postponed upon owner’s request. 



 
 

COW & CC Regular Meeting  8 of 8  04.27.26 

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
7.1. N/A 
 

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
8.1. N/A 

 
9. ADJOURN 

9.1. Alderman Swemline made a motion to adjourn at 7:11pm. Alderman Waterman 
seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, 
Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent. 


