
 
 

COW & CC  1 of 8  05.11.26 

City of Colona, Illinois 
Committee of the Whole 
& City Council Agenda 

May 11, 2026 
6:00 PM 

Colona City Hall 
100 E. 9th Avenue 
Livestream Link: 

https://youtube.com/live/gCQGL9zNMkE?feature=share 
 

1. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE CALL TO ORDER 
1.1. Called to order by Mayor Johnson at 6:00pm. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCEs 
 
3. ROLL CALL 

3.1. Aldermen present: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Absent: Hergert. 

3.2. Staff present: Mayor Johnson, Attorney Wright, Police Chief Powless, PW Director 
Erichsen, and Clerk Park. 

 
4. REMOTE ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE 

4.1. N/A 
 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

5.1. Jerry West – PW Committee Meeting Update 
a. Reported a recurring sewer backup issue at his home that he believes is caused by a 

defect in the publicly installed sewer line (a dip in the pipe rather than a blockage). 
Multiple plumbing companies inspected the line; a full-length camera inspection 
showed no clog, only standing water caused by the sag. He stated the problem has 
persisted for about two years, has caused repeated backups into the home, and 
previously required repairs done by or associated with the city. He claimed to have 
spent about $700 on diagnostic work and received a repair estimate of around 
$2,500 (potentially more if street excavation is needed). He is requesting the city 
assume responsibility for repairing the sewer line because he believes the issue lies 
in the portion installed or previously worked on by the city, not on private property. 

 
6. MAYOR’S REPORT 

6.1. Water tower incident - A 3/4-inch ball valve failed at the W Lane water tower, causing 
a leak and temporary water outage (about 20 minutes) and a boil order for a couple 
days. Equipment damage - Radio/repeater equipment located inside the tower was 

https://youtube.com/live/gCQGL9zNMkE?feature=share
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damaged by water. It is used primarily by the fire department (secondary for police). 
The system was exposed during emergency repairs; water intrusion occurred before the 
issue was fully recognized. Estimated damage is around $40,000. The city is exploring 
insurance coverage and potential shared responsibility among departments. Damaged 
equipment will be relocated and properly enclosed in the future to prevent repeat issues; 
fire department may contribute funding. Water system projects - Approval was given 
for paint work in the water department basement; riser pipe work will be completed 
first, then painting. Community updates - Reminder about a community beautification 
fundraising event at Scott Family Park. Consulting report - Hometown Consulting is 
preparing a draft report for review; next steps include council presentation and 
recommendations. Grant update (storm sirens) - A $100,000 DCEO grant agreement is 
pending council approval; delay could push funding to August due to state timing 
restrictions. Roofing project issue - Burrage Roofing project has major unresolved 
issues and is being actively addressed. Chestnut Drive agreement - Draft agreement 
received and under review; will be added to next agenda. Water meter shortage - City is 
short about 167 water meters; proposal to order ~180 meters at an estimated cost around 
$54,000. 

 
7. CLERK’S REPORT 

7.1. Reminder to get meeting minutes posted to the website, or submitted in order for the 
office to post, once approved. 

 
8. GOOD OF THE ORDER 

8.1. National Police Week and National Public Works Week are coming up, a shoutout to 
both departments for their commitment and service! 

 
9. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA ITEMS 

9.1. CIVILITY PLEDGE – Discussion and possible action; adopting the IML Civility 
Pledge 
a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking this to full council. Alderman 

Stablein seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, and 
Swemline. Nays: Jones, Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Hergert. 
Motion passed with 4 ayes, 3 nays, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

b. Discussion: Clarified that signing the item is not mandatory and carries no penalty 
for not signing. However, the Mayor is seeking general council alignment for all 
members, including the mayor and clerk, to sign it. 

 
9.2. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

a. Discussion and possible action: Approve business license for Cypress Home Care 
LLC 
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i. The business owner gave an overview - They would provide senior and 
disability support services (personal care, meals, medication reminders, 
transportation) with all staff background-checked and insured. Operations would 
initially be limited to home-based administrative work, with plans to move into 
a commercial space in the future. They are not yet operating in Illinois but have 
applied for state licensing, expected around early July, and will not begin 
services until approved. Funding would start with private pay and long-term care 
insurance, then expand to VA contracts and potentially Medicaid waiver 
programs later. 
A. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve taking this to full council. 

Alderman Lack seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, 
Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Hergert. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

 
9.3. FINANCE/ADMIN 

a. Discussion and possible action: Approve proposed budget transfers  
i. It was asked whether funds from Vehicle and Equipment Replacement could be 

used to help cover damaged equipment at the water tower (radio/repeater 
equipment); the Mayor was not fully certain and said he would need to seek 
clarification from finance. 
A. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking this to full council. 

Alderman Stablein seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, 
Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Hergert. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

 
b. Discussion and possible action: Budget Amendment – Year End Adjustments 

i. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking this to full council. Alderman 
Hillman seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, 
Swemline, Jones, Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Hergert. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

 
9.4. PUBLIC SAFETY 

a. Police Department Information and Stats 
i. Chief Powless gave an overview of the report provided in the packet. 

 
b. Discussion and possible action: Henry-Stark County Hazard Mitigation Plan 

i. Discussion: Clarified this is a grant-funded regional emergency preparedness 
plan covering disasters such as tornadoes, floods, extreme heat/cold, and other 
hazards. The plan is being adopted by multiple municipalities as part of a 
broader regional effort. Minor updates were identified, including a terminology 
correction (e.g., “senior center” vs. “activity center” for cooling shelter 
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references). Adoption of the plan helps position the city for FEMA funding 
eligibility in future emergencies. Council agreed to approve it with requested 
modifications if possible or otherwise proceed with approval while noting the 
changes. 
A. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking this to full council. 

Alderman Stablein seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, 
Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Hergert. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

 
9.5. PUBLIC WORKS 

a. Discussion and action: Emergency Roadway Repair – 501 Rivermist Drive 
(Sinkhole and Roadway Failure) 
i. Discussion: It was asked whether the repair could be funded through TIF funds. 

Staff indicated this may be possible but typically requires a prior resolution or 
appropriation authorizing the expenditure, and it is unclear whether TIF funds 
can be applied retroactively after the work has already been completed. Will 
need to ask Attorney Orr for clarification on this matter. 
A. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve taking this to full council. 

Alderman Swemline seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, 
Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Hergert. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 
 

b. Committee meeting update 
i. Alderman Waterman gave an update of their last meeting, including the topic 

discussed during public comment by Mr. West. 
 

c. Discussion and possible action: Approval of an Agreement with Strand Associates, 
Inc, for a Comprehensive Water System Study 
i. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking this to full council. Alderman 

Swemline seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, 
Swemline, Jones, Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Hergert. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 
 

d. Discussion and Possible Action: Purchase of up to (12) Push to Talk wireless 
portable radios 
i. Discussion: Replacing failing truck-mounted radios with a new wireless group 

communication system. Instead of repairing or reinstalling expensive vehicle 
radios, staff proposed issuing handheld devices that allow employees to 
communicate anywhere, improving coordination and safety. The system would 
gradually replace truck-mounted radios as they fail. The change would also 
eliminate most city-paid cell phone reimbursements, since staff currently rely on 
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personal phones for communication. The cost is already budgeted across 
departments, and the service would be month-to-month with flexibility to cancel 
if needed. 
A. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking this to full council. 

Alderman Waterman seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, 
Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Hergert. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

 
9.6. PARKS COMMITTEE 

a. Committee meeting update 
i. Alderman Hillman gave an update of their last meeting 

 
10. ADJOURN 

10.1. Alderman Swemline made a motion to adjourn at 6:50pm. Alderman Hillman seconded 
the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Waterman, 
and Strobbe. Absent: Hergert. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 
 

1. CITY COUNCIL CALL TO ORDER 
1.1. Called to order by Mayor Johnson at 6:51pm. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
2.1. Aldermen present: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Waterman, and Strobbe. 

Absent: Hergert. 
2.2. Staff present: Mayor Johnson, Attorney Wright, Police Chief Powless, PW Director 

Erichsen, and Clerk Park. 
 
3. REMOTE ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE 

3.1. N/A 
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 

4.1. Approve payment of bills – Accounts Payable Invoice report for the period April 28 – 
May 11, 2026 

4.2. Approve payroll for the period April 26 – May 10, 2026 
4.3. Approve Treasurer’s Reports for April 2026 
4.4. Approve 04.27.26 COW & City Council meeting minutes 
4.5. Approve 05.04.26 City Council special meeting minutes 

a. Alderman Hillman made a motion to approve 4.1-4.5. Alderman Lack seconded the 
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Waterman, 
and Strobbe. Absent: Hergert.  
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 
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b. Discussion: It was asked why the background check fees were listed as $25 and 
$50. Chief explained the costs come from the TLO system and are likely split based 
on usage or how checks were grouped, with no exact difference confirmed. 

 
5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

5.1. N/A 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

6.1. Approve proposed budget transfers and allocation of General Fund FYE (April 30th, 
2026) surplus funds totaling approximately $295,000 (before auditor adjustments) 
a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Jones seconded the motion. 

Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Waterman, and 
Strobbe. Absent: Hergert. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

 
6.2. Approve Ordinance O-26-08; amending 6-9-3 “Rules and Regulations” letter (M) 

Operation of golf cart or neighborhood vehicles and 6-9-4 “Permit” number (6) 
a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Swemline seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Hergert. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

 
6.3. Approve Resolution [R-26-10]; adopting the IML Civility Pledge 

a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Stablein seconded the motion. 
Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, and Swemline. Nays: Jones, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Hergert. 
Motion passed with 4 ayes, 3 nays, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

 
6.4. Approve Resolution [R-26-11]; authorizing budget amendments and reappropriation of 

funds for certain FY 2025-2026 projects to be completed in FY 2026-2027 
a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Strobbe seconded the motion. 

Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Waterman, and 
Strobbe. Absent: Hergert. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

 
6.5. Acceptance of the emergency roadway repair at 501 Rivermist Drive and approval of 

the use of MFT funds for payment to Miller Trucking and Excavating 
a. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve. Alderman Swemline seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Waterman, and 
Strobbe. Nay: Hillman. Absent: Hergert.  
Motion passed with 6 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 
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b. Discussion: It was asked to amend the motion to investigate using TIF funds for 
this repair before passing it; motion was not amended. 

 
6.6. Reject the sole (eligible) custodial services bid (Merry-Maid) due to noncompliance with bid 

requirements 
a. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve. Alderman Strobbe seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Hergert.  
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

b. Discussion: An in-house option was discussed. Will continue deliberating until a 
solution is found. 

 
6.7. Approve an agreement with Jackson Generator to provide annual generator preventative 

maintenance and fleet monitoring services and authorize staff to execute the agreement with an 
annual total cost of $5,040.00 (costs guaranteed for 2026, 2027, & 2028) 
a. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve. Alderman Jones seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Hergert.  
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

b. Discussion: Clarified this will include all 14 City generators. 
 

6.8. Approve the purchase of up to (12) Push to Talk Wireless portable radios for the Public 
Works Department from Midwest Wireless totaling $3,732.60, with monthly recurring 
costs of $264.60. 
a. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve. Alderman Lack seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Hergert.  
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

b. Discussion: Clarified this is on a month-to-month basis; can be cancelled at any 
time. 

 
6.9. Approve business license for Cypress Home Care LLC 

a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Hillman seconded the 
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Hergert.  
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

7.1. Jerry West – continuation of sewer – stated the City’s sewer system design and 
ordinances are inconsistent and place unfair responsibility on property owners. Claimed 
his sewer issue is caused by a dip in the city-installed line, not a blockage, based on 
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multiple inspections. He referenced past repairs and said the problem has reoccurred, 
asserting the City previously acknowledged responsibility and made repairs. He stated 
ordinances regarding sewer lateral responsibility are contradictory and argued the city 
should maintain the line beyond the property boundary. He concluded by requesting the 
city take responsibility for fixing the issue, emphasizing repeated failures, prior costs, 
and lack of evidence of a blockage. 

 
8. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

8.1. N/A 
 

9. ADJOURN 
9.1. Alderman Hillman made a motion to adjourn at 7:09pm. Alderman Lack seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Waterman, and 
Strobbe. Absent: Hergert. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 


