City of Colona, Illinois
Committee of the Whole
C@]L@NA & City Council Agenda
— May 26, 2026
N 6:00 PM
Colona City Hall
100 E. 9" Avenue

Livestream Link:
https://youtube.com/live/mIZQo7gP9pw?feature=share

1. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE CALL TO ORDER
1.1. Called to order by Mayor Pro Tem Swemline at 6:00pm.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL
3.1. Aldermen present: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and
Strobbe.
3.2. Staff present: Attorney Wright, Police Chief Powless, PW Director Erichsen, Finance
Director Legare, and Clerk Park.

4. REMOTE ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE
4.1. N/A

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS
5.1. N/A

6. MAYOR’S REPORT
6.1. At Mayor Johnson’s request, due to his absence for work-related matters

a. Erichsen announced: Scott Family Park Property Restrictions - City resolved deed
restrictions tied to Scott Family Park. City no longer requires approval from original
land donors for improvements or future sale considerations (once paperwork is
received). IDOT ADA Requirements - IDOT requested ADA sidewalk landings on
Second, Third, and Fourth Avenues as part of Fifth Street overlay approval.
Estimated local cost is approximately $12,000. Council action will be required. East
450th Street Bridge - IDOT reviewing IMEG plans for bridge project. Safe Routes
to School Grant - City was not awarded the grant.

b. Legare announced: Annual audit process is underway. Auditors expected onsite late
June or early July. Completion is anticipated by end of July.

c¢. Chief Powless announced: two officer resignations, creating three total vacancies.
Stated, “I want to make a point. What we say here matters. People are listening.”
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7. CLERK’S REPORT
7.1. The Plan Commission reviewed submissions for the city logo and slogan contest.
Entries were narrowed to three logo finalists and three slogan finalists. Voting remains
open through June 17 on the City of Colona Plan Commission Facebook page and by
paper ballot at City Hall.

8. GOOD OF THE ORDER
8.1. Memorial Day Parade Committee reported a successful event with minimal issues and
that planning will begin for next year’s parade!

9. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA ITEMS
9.1. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
a. Economic Development Committee Update 5.12.26
i. Discussion: Alderman Lack gave a summary of their meeting on 05.12.26.
Included mention of upcoming ADT 250 Relay event around Oct. 8, 2026.

b. Discussion and possible action: Colona Scott Family Park Interstate Signage
i. Discussion: Concern was raised that the panel itself did not specifically state

“campground” or “camping.” It was clarified that the panels would be installed

on existing interstate service signs identifying amenities such as camping,

lodging, gas, and food.

A. Alderman Hillman made a motion to approve taking this to full council.
Alderman Hergert seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein,
Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Hergert, and Strobbe. Nays: Jones and
Waterman.
Motion passed with 6 ayes, 2 nays, (0 abstentions, and 0 absent.

9.2. FINANCE/ADMIN
a. Discussion and action: DCEO Grant Agreement
i. Discussion: Legare clarified this is a reimbursement grant, and the term runs

May 2026 — April 2028.

A. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking this to full council.
Alderman Stablein seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein,
Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe.
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent.

b. Discussion and action: Hawkeye Real Estate Agreement — 713 1% Street
i. Discussion: Concern was raised regarding the frequency of agenda items being
presented at Committee of the Whole and advanced to Full Council during the
same meeting night.
A. Alderman Hillman made a motion to approve taking this to full council.
Alderman Stablein seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein,
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Hillman, Lack, Swemline, and Hergert. Nays: Jones, Waterman, and
Strobbe.
Motion passed with 5 ayes, 3 nays, (0 abstentions, and 0 absent.

9.3. PUBLIC SAFETY
a. Discussion and possible action: Live Scan Grant Resolution
i. Discussion: Chief Powless gave an overview and requested authorization to

apply for a $25,000 Live Scan fingerprinting equipment grant.

A. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking this to full council.
Alderman Jones seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein,
Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe.
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent.

9.4. PUBLIC WORKS
a. Discussion and possible action: City Hall Improvements
i. Discussion: Concern was raised regarding the exclusion of an egress window in

the basement, with comments that it could present a safety concern. Opposing

comments noted that an egress window was not required or necessary, and some

expressed concern about the cost effectiveness of adding it.

A. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking this to full council.
Alderman Hillman seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein,
Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Hergert, and Strobbe. Nays: Jones and
Waterman.
Motion passed with 6 ayes, 2 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent.

b. Discussion and possible action: Water Meter Purchase
i. Discussion: Erichsen explained that 167 meters are needed immediately,

ordering 180 meters would provide backup inventory, and previous meter

counts underestimated the total number of outdated meters in service.

A. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking this to full council.
Alderman Hillman seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein,
Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Hergert, and Strobbe. Nays: Jones and
Waterman.
Motion passed with 6 ayes, 2 nays, (0 abstentions, and 0 absent.

10. ADJOURN
10.1. Alderman Hillman made a motion to adjourn at 6:33pm. Alderman Stablein seconded
the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert,
Waterman, and Strobbe.
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent.
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1. CITY COUNCIL CALL TO ORDER
1.1. Called to order by Mayor Pro Tem Swemline at 6:33pm.

2. ROLL CALL
2.1. Aldermen present: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and
Strobbe.
2.2. Staff present: Attorney Wright, Police Chief Powless, PW Director Erichsen, Finance
Director Legare, and Clerk Park.

3. REMOTE ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE
3.1. N/A

4. CONSENT AGENDA
4.1. Approve payment of bills — Accounts Payable Invoice report for the period May 12-26,
2026
4.2. Approve payroll for the period May 11-25, 2026
4.3. Approve 05.11.26 COW & City Council meeting minutes
a. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve 4.1-4.3. Alderman Lack seconded the

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert,
Waterman, and Strobbe.
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent.

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

6. NEW BUSINESS
6.1. Approve Resolution [R-26-12]; adopting the Henry and Stark Counties Multi-
Jurisdictional Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
a. Alderman Hergert made a motion to approve; including the corrections to the
document if possible. Alderman Lack seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes:
Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe.
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent.

6.2. Approve Resolution [R-26-13]; waiving the bid process, authorizing the necessary
budget amendment, and approving the purchase of 180 Neptune T10 5/8 x 3/4 R9001
water meters from Ferguson Waterworks in the amount of $59,373.00

a. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Hergert seconded the
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Hergert, and
Strobbe. Nays: Jones and Waterman.

Motion passed with 6 ayes, 2 nays, (0 abstentions, and 0 absent.

6.3. Approve Grant Agreement No. 25-203628 with the Illinois Department of Commerce
and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) and authorize the Mayor, City Clerk, and City
Treasurer to execute all grant documents
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6.4.

6.5.

6.6.

6.7.

a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Stablein seconded the motion.
Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert,
Waterman, and Strobbe.

Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent.

Approve an agreement with Strand Associates to conduct a comprehensive Water
System Study for the City of Colona in the amount of $62,700 and authorize the Mayor
and Public Works Director to execute all documents
a. Alderman Jones made a motion to approve. Alderman Lack seconded the motion.
Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert,
Waterman, and Strobbe.
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent.

Approve the purchase and installation of six interstate and Route 6 logo signs for
Colona Scott Family Park, including participation in the IDOT logo sign program and
payment of the associated fees.

a. Alderman Hillman made a motion to approve, with the understanding that the
panels will be installed on an interstate sign indicating Camping/Campground, or, if
that is not feasible, Camping/Campground will be added to the sign. Alderman Lack
seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline,
Jones, and Hergert. Nays: Waterman and Strobbe.

Motion passed with 6 ayes, 2 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent.

Approve amendment to the listing agreement for the sale of 713 1% Street with
Hawkeye Commercial Real Estate Company extending the agreement term through
December 31st, 2026, and authorize the Mayor to sign same.

a. Alderman Hillman made a motion to approve. Alderman Lack seconded the motion.
Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, and Hergert. Nays: Jones,
Waterman, and Strobbe.

Motion passed with 5 ayes, 3 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent.

Approve Resolution [R-26-14]; authorizing the Colona Police Department to apply for

ICJIA grant funding to procure live scan fingerprinting equipment

a. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Lack seconded the motion.
Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert,
Waterman, and Strobbe.
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent.

b. Discussion: Although not included on the original agenda, Attorney Wright advised
that sufficient notice had been provided through the resolution presented to
Committee of the Whole, allowing the item to proceed for consideration tonight.
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7. PUBLIC COMMENTS
7.1. The Memorial Day Parade Committee would like to give shoutouts and thank Public
Works, the Police Department, the cleanup volunteers, and Dairy Queen (for donating
ice cream to the volunteers). They reported strong attendance from visitors across
multiple states and even a few international !

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION
8.1. N/A

9. ADJOURN
9.1. Alderman Stablein made a motion to adjourn at 6:50pm. Alderman Lack seconded the
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert,
Waterman, and Strobbe.
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 0 absent.
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