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City of Colona, Illinois 
Committee of the Whole 
& City Council Minutes 

June 8th, 2026 
6:00 PM 

Colona City Hall 
100 E. 9th Avenue 
Livestream Link: 

https://youtube.com/live/yUGd2r4eAbg?feature=share 
 

1. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE CALL TO ORDER 
1.1. Called to order by Mayor Johnson at 6:00pm. 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3. ROLL CALL 

3.1. Aldermen present: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Absent: Swemline. 

3.2. Staff present: Mayor Johnson, Police Chief Powless, PW Director Erichsen, and Clerk 
Park. 

 
4. REMOTE ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE 

4.1. N/A 
 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

5.1. Alderman Hillman – LRS bin rental  (discussion had during Good of the Order) 
a. Inquired whether residents who have prepaid or been billed for LRS bin rentals 

through the end of the year will still be required to pay under the new contract and 
whether refunds will be issued for those who have already paid. 
i. Mayor Johnson stated that he did not have an answer at this time and that the 

matter would need to be discussed and resolved with LRS. 
 
6. MAYOR’S REPORT 

6.1. DCEO Grant: Senator Halpin announced an additional $700,000 in legislative funding 
was awarded to Colona, bringing recent grant commitments to approximately $1.1 
million for infrastructure and capital improvements. 

6.2. Campground: A recent disturbance resulted in a camper voluntarily leaving the 
campground and receiving a refund in accordance with City policy.  

6.3. Project Updates: Updates were provided on the water tower riser pipe repair, 
demolition of 508 Third Street, the DLM Chestnut Drive agreement, and the East 450th 
Street Bridge project, which remains under State review.  

https://youtube.com/live/yUGd2r4eAbg?feature=share
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6.4. LRS: Negotiations continue regarding customer communication, complaint procedures, 
and contract language. Public education efforts are being planned before the August 1 
transition.  

6.5. Bridge Inspection: Staff are obtaining engineering proposals to meet IDOT 
requirements, with an agreement expected at the June 22 meeting.  

6.6. Comprehensive Plan: The final Plan Commission meeting is scheduled for June 23, 
with a draft expected for Council review in July.  

6.7. Hometown Consulting: An economic development report is expected later this month. 
The Mayor and Alderman Lack will attend the required Strong Communities Initiative 
event in Metamora.  

6.8. Revolute Machine: The agreement is nearing completion and may be presented to 
Council on June 22.  

6.9. IT Services: Competitive bids will be sought as the Platinum agreement expires June 
30. Platinum will continue services during the bidding process.  

6.10. Municipal Building Funding: It was clarified that no funds are currently designated 
for construction of a new municipal building and that all available funds are reflected in 
the City's financial reports. 
 

7. CLERK’S REPORT 
7.1. Reminder: Voting for the Colona Logo & Slogan Contest will be open through June 

17th. How to vote: The City of Colona Plan Commission Facebook page or at City Hall. 
7.2. Working with Catalis to ensure the City’s website is ADA compliant. Initial scans 

conducted on April 20 identified areas of non-compliance. The Catalis development 
team addressed the issues, and as of May 28, the website is compliant. 

 
8. GOOD OF THE ORDER 

8.1. N/A 
 
9. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA ITEMS 

9.1. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
a. Discussion and possible action: Approve business license for Midwest Iron Addicts 

Gym (pending appropriate paperwork is submitted) 
i. Discussion: Council discussed the proposed fitness center and asked whether the 

business would operate solely as a gym. It was noted that the primary purpose is a 
fitness center, although there may be retail sales of protein supplements or 
beverages similar to other gyms. It was also mentioned that the facility is 
expected to operate with 24/7 access using an entry code or similar system. 
A. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking this to full council. 

Alderman Hillman seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, 
Hillman, Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Swemline. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579921589140
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9.2. FINANCE/ADMIN 

a. Discussion and possible action: Part-time City Custodian 
i. Discussion: It was explained that due to difficulties securing an outside cleaning 

contractor, a part-time, non-union, City Custodian position is being proposed. The 
position would provide flexibility for additional maintenance tasks, remain within 
the current budget, and will require a background check due to access to 
confidential areas. 
A. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve taking this to full council. 

Alderman Lack seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, 
Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Swemline. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

 
9.3. PUBLIC SAFETY 

a. Police Department Information and Stats 
i. Chief Powless gave a report on their May activity 
ii. Chief also reported that the department remains below staffing levels, with one 

officer expected to complete field training and begin solo patrol in August. 
Recruitment efforts are ongoing, and part-time officers continue to assist with 
coverage while hiring continues. 

 
9.4. PUBLIC WORKS 

a. Discussion and possible action: City Hall Survey 
i. Discussion: Was held regarding obtaining a survey of the City Hall property to 

clarify property boundaries before proceeding with rear lot improvements. The 
survey will be funded through the professional services budget. 
A. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve taking this to full council. 

Alderman Jones seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, 
Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Swemline. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

 
9.5. PARKS COMMITTEE 

Alderman Hillman gave an update of their meeting on June 2nd 
 

a. Discussion and possible action: Approve Mayoral Appointments of Alderman 
Hergert and Brad Goddard to the Park Committee 
i. Discussion: Council inquired whether the Parks Committee would become a 

permanent committee. It was clarified that the committee remains a subcommittee 
of the Public Works Committee and will be reevaluated after its current projects 
are completed. 
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A. Alderman Hillman made a motion to approve taking this to full council. 
Alderman Lack seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, 
Lack, Jones, Waterman, and Strobbe. Abstention: Hergert. Absent: Swemline. 
Motion passed with 6 ayes, 0 nay, 1 abstention, and 1 absent. 

 
b. Discussion and possible action: Approve the request from Camper’s United to utilize 

the Colona Scott Family Park Pavilion and associated park facilities at no charge for 
the listed 2026 events 
i. Discussion: Representatives from Campers United requested approval to use the 

small pavilion at Colona Scott Family Park for select 2026 community events at 
no charge. They explained that the volunteer-led organization provides family-
friendly activities for campers, maintains the pavilion after use, and has 
contributed improvements and programming that benefit the campground. 
Members expressed willingness to accommodate scheduling conflicts and pay a 
minimal usage fee if required. 
A. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking this to full council. 

Alderman Jones seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, 
Lack, Jones, Hergert, and Strobbe. Abstention: Waterman. Absent: Swemline. 
Motion passed with 6 ayes, 0 nay, 1 abstention, and 1 absent. 

 
10. ADJOURN 

10.1. Alderman Hillman made a motion to adjourn at 6:49pm. Alderman Waterman seconded 
the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, 
and Strobbe. Absent: Swemline. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

 
1. CITY COUNCIL CALL TO ORDER 

1.1. Called to order by Mayor Johnson at 6:49pm. 
 
2. ROLL CALL 

2.1. Aldermen present: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Absent: Swemline. 

2.2. Staff present: Mayor Johnson, Police Chief Powless, PW Director Erichsen, and Clerk 
Park. 

 
3. REMOTE ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE 

3.1. N/A 
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 

4.1. Approve payment of bills – Accounts Payable Invoice report for the period May 27 – 
June 8, 2026 
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4.2. Approve payroll for the period May 26 – June 10, 2026 
4.3. Approve 05.26.26 COW & City Council meeting minutes 

a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve 4.1-4.3. Alderman Stablein seconded the 
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, 
and Strobbe. Absent: Swemline. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

 
5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

6.1. Approve selected quotes for City Hall interior and exterior renovation work, funded 
through TIF 3, with scope adjusted as needed based on available funding 
a. Alderman Hillman made a motion to approve. Alderman Stablein seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Jones, Hergert, and Strobbe. 
Nay: Waterman. Absent: Swemline. 
Motion passed with 6 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstention, and 1 absent. 

b. Discussion: Inquiry of taking the lowest bid when/if there were multiple; yes, the 
lowest bid will be selected. 

 
6.2. Approve Mayoral Appointments of Alderman Hergert and Brad Goddard to the Park 

Committee 
a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Hillman seconded the motion. 

Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Jones, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Abstention: Hergert. Absent: Swemline. 
Motion passed with 6 ayes, 0 nay, 1 abstention, and 1 absent. 

 
6.3. Approve the request from Camper’s United to utilize the Colona Scott Family Park 

Pavilion and associated park facilities at no charge for the following 2026 events:  
a. Saturday, June 20, 2026 – Father’s Day Craft (1:00 p.m.), Bingo (4:00 p.m.), and 

Drive-In Movie (at dusk) 
b. Saturday, July 4, 2026 – Bingo (4:00 p.m.) 
c. Saturday, August 8, 2026 – Bingo (4:00 p.m.) 
d. Saturday, September 5, 2026 – Fishing Derby 
e. Saturday, October 3, 2026 – Kids Craft (1:00 p.m.) and Scavenger Hunt (4:00 p.m.) 
f. Saturday, October 10, 2026 – Halloween Costume Contest (4:00 p.m.) and Trick-or-

Treating (5:00 p.m.) 
i. Alderman Jones made a motion to approve. Alderman Lack seconded the motion. 
ii. Alderman Jones amended the motion to include a minimal fee if the Parks 

Committee established a fee schedule before the listed events. Alderman Lack 
withdrew her second. Alderman Hillman seconded the motion. 
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iii. Alderman Jones subsequently rescinded the amendment and returned to the 
original motion as presented in Agenda Item 6.3. Alderman Hillman removed her 
second. Alderman Lack seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, 
Lack, Jones, Hergert, and Strobbe. Nay: Hillman. Abstention: Waterman. Absent: 
Swemline.  
Motion passed with 5 ayes, 1 nay, 1 abstention, and 1 absent. 

iv. Discussion: The representatives stated they would not need the pavilion for events 
6.3.d. and 6.3.f. as they are outdoors events. 

 
6.4. Approve business license for Midwest Iron Addicts Gym (pending appropriate 

paperwork is submitted) 
a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Stablein seconded the motion. 

Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and 
Strobbe. Absent: Swemline. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

7.1. N/A 
 

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
8.1. N/A 

 
9. ADJOURN 

9.1. Alderman Waterman made a motion to adjourn at 7:01pm. Alderman Hillman seconded 
the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, 
and Strobbe. Absent: Swemline. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent. 


