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City of Colona 

Public Safety 

Committee meeting 

July 11,2025 
 

Chairperson Melanie Hergert called the meeting to order at 9:33 a.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Alderman Amanda Stablein, Alderman Sarah Lack, Alderman Hergert, Chief Swemline, 

Laura LaMantia. 

Absent: None 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

REPORTS/COMMUNICATION 

April, May and June stats were distributed. 

April minutes were distributed. 

Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve the April minutes as presented. Alderman 

Hergert seconded, April 2025 minutes approved. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Chief Swemline gave an update on the storm siren project. Chief advised he has a quote and 

also read a letter from the Fire Department advising what they would pay for. Chief advised he 

has given a scope and purpose report to the Mayor and advised the new sirens would cover the 

entire city. Chief advised this project is covered by the DCEO Grant and once it is received we 

can move forward with the project. 

Chief asked the board that if they have questions on anything pertaining to the police 

department to please ask him prior to a council meeting so that he can look into issues and be 

prepared with information. 

 

Chief advised the Sergeant testing is done. Chief advised that Officer Welsh had an oral 

interview and has passed. Officer Welsh will be on the Sergeant promotion list if there is an 

opening. There are currently 3 Sergeants.  

Chief discussed the part time pay increase that he has proposed several times in months past. It 

was tabled due to union negotiations and he would like to move forward with this. Chief has 
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been working on this proposal for some time now in an effort to remain competitive with other 

departments that employ part time officers. Chief stressed the utilization of part time officers is 

a savings to the city. 

Chief discussed new hires for full time police officer. Chief advised that testing was done and 2 

applicants came in for oral interviews.  Chief advised scoring has been completed and he will be 

offering employment to candidate #1. Chief advised he is two officers short and is still hoping to 

receive lateral applicants. Chief advised there is one spot reserved at the training academy. 

Chief advised that he is still waiting to receive the retention grant and that includes $3,000 to 

be used for advertising for police officer positions. 

Chief advised that new radios have been purchased by Henry County using the county 

emergency services tax. Radios were bought for all of the squads and officers. There was no 

cost to the city for the purchase of the radios and the user fee, a monthly fee was put in the 

budget. The new Star Com radios are scheduled to go live and be put in full use on Monday July 

14,2025. 

Chief advised new computers have been purchased for the squads. This purchase was in the 

budget. Chief advised the old computers were 8-9 years old. Platinum will be doing the delivery 

and installation. 

Chief advised he has purchased 2 squads that were also a budgeted item. One is a Jeep 

Compass to be used as the Investigator’s vehicle. The other is a Dodge Durango. Once both 

squads are delivered and equipped accordingly the old squads will be sold as surplus. Chief 

advised he was able to purchase the Jeep Compass $1,700.00 lower than state bid price due to 

dealer incentives. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Chief advised National Night Out is being planned once again this year. There is a letter being 

distributed by the department to area businesses for donations. This is very successful event 

supported by the community. The date for this nation wide event is Tuesday August 5th 5:00 

pm-8:00pm. 

Future meeting dates were discussed. The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday August 7th 

at 4:30 p.m. and future dates will be tentatively set for the 1st Thursday of the month at 4:30 

p.m. 

 

Alderman Stablein made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Alderman Lack. Motion passed, 

meeting was adjourned at 10:15 a.m. 

 

Minutes typed and submitted by: Laura LaMantia 


