Minutes
City of Colona, Illinois
Public Works Committee
Colona City Hall
August 4, 2025
10:00 AM

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL

a. Present: Alderman Swemline, Jones, Waterman, PW Director Erichsen, Mayor
Johnson, Mrs. Woodbury, Mr. Ropp and Mr. Forbes

b. Absent: NONE
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS

a. Mrs. Woodbury talked about campers helping improve park to benefit the children.
The kids are fundraising to get a bounce pillow at the campground by themselves.
The bounce pillow costs $10,000. Mrs. Woodbury was asking if the city would
possibly have any funds they could chip in to help out as the park is open to the
public and would be able to be used by all children whether they camp there or not.
Also the speed at the campground is also getting insane. It is supposed to be 10 mph
and golf carts, cars and trucks are going 20 mph or higher at times. There is now also
a dirt bike out there doing wheelies and speeding up and down the roads. Suggested
possibly speedbumps or the Colona PD speed limit radar board out there. Campers
United has purchased multiple caution kids playing signs to try and help.

b. Mr. Ropp had some questions on Kershaw Mobile Home Park. Asking if we were
changing the billing. PW Director said no we are not changing how we bill them.

4. CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approve meeting minutes from July 7, 2025 Was tabled till next meeting as they
weren’t in the packet.

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

a. Water Rate Study was talked about. Comparing us from Moline to East Moline.
IRWA suggested $1 increase on the base rate for both water and sewer. A
consumption rate increases of $2.79. Also talked about an additional $10 per
household set charge going forward on top of the rate increase to pay for the capital
improvement for the water towers. The PW committee did not make a
recommendation feeling it would be best to have public meetings first before going
forward. Also the contract with LRS was discussed waiting on Finance Committee
for their recommendation.
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6. NEW BUSINESS

a.

PW Director Erichen started GIS mapping the City. Estimates were around $40,000
to contract out. PW Director Erichen is doing it himself and will only cost the City
$3,800. Showed on the TV screen what has been mapped so far. Could take up to 2
years to fully map the City.

Discussed new lighting for new fuel island. Moved to Finance

Discussed Safe Routes to School Grant. Deadline is October 13, 2025. School will
have to do things as part of the grant process. The school is 100 percent invested in
this. Could be a grant up to $250,000

Fast 1&2 Tower work starts on 8/5/25

Discussed ideas for City Hall remodel. Held back $100,000 from Tiff 3 Most of the
work can be done in house allowing for more things to be addressed.

Public Works is in process of cleaning a lot of ditches and replacing culverts around
the City.

Discussed Pollinator Project on 9th Street There is a schedule to follow once the field
dries up from all the rain over the last couple weeks.

Discussed Kershaw Mobile Home Park infiltration. Took 1% days to catch up
throwing alarms every 20-30 minutes. PW Director was out all day and night
manning the station making sure everything went as good as it could have.

Discussed Kershaw Mobil Home Park. They are going to start charging their own
residents water usage. They will need their own operator and comply with EPA rules
and guidelines

7. MAYOR’S COMMENTS

8. CLOSED SESSION

9. ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn was made at 11:01 AM by Alderman Swemline and 2™ by Alderman
Jones. Motion passed 3-0
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