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1. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE CALL TO ORDER
1.1. Called to order by Mayor Johnson at 6:00pm.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL
3.1. Aldermen present: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe.
Absent: Swemline.
3.2. Staff present: Mayor Johnson, Attorney Wright, Police Chief Powless, PW Director
Erichsen, Finance Director Legare, and Clerk Park.

4. REMOTE ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE
4.1. N/A

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS

5.1. Frank Gale - requested the City’s assistance in working with the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources to remove two boards installed at the end of the canal near the boat
dock and locks. He stated that the boards have raised the canal water level, contributing
to ongoing water in area basements and causing the nearby tunnel to fill with water,
creating a safety concern for bicyclists and pedestrians. He has contacted state
representatives and the DNR regarding the issue and requested the City’s assistance in
seeking a resolution.

5.2. Jonathan Maust — expressed concerns regarding civility and conduct by City officials.
He stated that he believed a recent public comment by the Mayor regarding a Council
decision to table a park-related matter was inconsistent with the principles outlined in
the civility pledge.

5.3. Kelly Happe — expressed concerns about the City’s Flock cameras, particularly
regarding privacy, constitutional rights, data collection, and who has access to the
information. She questioned the cameras’ approval, cost, funding, and public
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notification, as well as other cameras and surveillance equipment throughout the City.
She requested greater transparency and asked that the Flock cameras be removed.

6. MAYOR’S REPORT

6.1. Chestnut Drive: Another meeting is scheduled between DM Properties and the HOA.
The Mayor will provide updates as additional information becomes available. Briar
Bluff Bridge: Surface Transportation Block Grant application was submitted for the
bridge project. National Night Out: The Mayor recognized the Police and Fire
Departments and volunteers for their work on the National Night Out event. A letter of
appreciation from the school superintendent was also shared. Blight Report: The Police
Department reviewed an anonymous list of reported blight and abandoned vehicles
around the city. Most issues had been resolved; remaining vehicles were tagged and
documented. Alderman/Police Partnership: Discussion emphasized the importance of
aldermen working directly with police officers to identify and address neighborhood
concerns. Live Scan Grant: The grant has moved forward. The paperwork required is
being completed, with the purchase expected to be reimbursed through the grant. The
item will return to Council for acceptance and approval of the purchase. Community
Engagement: The Mayor encouraged continued cooperation among residents,
aldermen, police, and other City departments to address community concerns.

7. CLERK’S REPORT
7.1. Stated election packets are available at City Hall.

8. GOOD OF THE ORDER

9. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA ITEMS
9.1. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
a. Discussion and possible action: Hometown Consulting Proposal
i. Council discussed Hometown Consulting’s proposal to continue economic
development work following the Strong Communities Initiative grant.

A. Option 3 was recommended, focusing on: Reviewing TIF District #4 and
future options, identifying additional business development incentives,
developing a comprehensive GIS map of businesses and available properties,
assisting with development negotiations and presentations to potential
developers, and supporting identification and application of relevant grants
and funding opportunities. Council discussed the importance of
supplementing City staff capacity and establishing a long-term economic
development foundation.

ii. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking this to full council. Alderman

Stablein seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack,

Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Swemline.

Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstention, and 1 absent.
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b. Discussion and possible action: 2026 City of Colona Comprehensive Plan

i. Council reviewed the 2026 City of Colona Comprehensive Plan with
representatives from Bi-State and the Plan Commission present to answer
questions. The Plan Commission and staff were recognized for approximately 13
months of work on the plan.

ii. Alderman Hillman made a motion to approve taking this to full council.
Alderman Hergert seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman,
Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Swemline.

Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstention, and 1 absent.

¢. Discussion and possible action: Final Plat Approval for Goddard's First Addition

i. Council reviewed the final plat for the redevelopment of a five-acre parcel, which
will be subdivided into three-acre and two-acre parcels. No zoning changes were
proposed. The Zoning Officer reviewed the plat and identified no issues requiring
Plan Commission or Zoning Board of Appeals action. Council approval is
required to officially divide the parcels and allow the property transaction to
proceed. The purchaser confirmed the intent to acquire the three-acre parcel, with
the current owner retaining the remaining two acres.

ii. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking this to full council. Alderman
Waterman seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack,
Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Swemline.

Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstention, and 1 absent.

9.2. FINANCE/ADMIN
8/14 — Committee meeting summary
Alderman Stablein gave a summary of their last meeting.

a. Discussion and possible action: City Wide Yard Sales — September 11" and 12,

2026

i. Discussion was had regarding the standard $5 yard sale permit fee that will be
waived. Participants will instead be asked to make a $5 donation to the local food
pantry. A portion of the donations will be used for marketing and creating a map
of participating yard sales, with any excess funds benefiting the food pantry.

ii. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking this to full council. Alderman
Stablein seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack,
Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Swemline.

Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nay, 0 abstention, and 1 absent.

9.3. PUBLIC SAFETY
a. N/A

9.4. PUBLIC WORKS
a. 8/3 — Committee meeting summary
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i. Alderman Waterman gave a summary of their last meeting

b. Discussion and possible action: Purchase of two Public Works Vehicles & Surplus of
two Public Works Vehicles

i. Council discussed purchasing two new Public Works vehicles due to the age and
maintenance costs of the existing fleet. Funding for the second vehicle would be
transferred from the Water/Sewer Operations and Maintenance fund to the
Water/Sewer vehicle equipment replacement fund. One existing vehicle will be
traded in, and another will be sold as surplus. The budget amendment will be
corrected to reflect the 2027 fiscal year.

ii. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve taking this to full council. Alderman
Stablein seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack,
Hergert, and Strobbe. Nay: Jones and Waterman. Absent: Swemline.

Motion passed with 5 ayes, 2 nays, 0 abstention, and 1 absent.

9.5. PARKS COMMITTEE
a. Discussion and possible action: Resolution Authorizing a non-binding advisory
referendum regarding future ownership and investment in Colona Scott Family Park

Campground

i. Members from the Parks Committee presented plans for an October informational
meeting on the future of the Scott Family Park campground. The presentation will
provide factual information on the campground’s history, finances, operations,
capital needs, grants, and possible future options, including continued city
ownership, different management options, or sale. The committee emphasized
that the presentation will be unbiased and will not recommend a specific outcome.
Council discussed whether to place a non-binding advisory referendum on the
November ballot or wait until after the October informational meeting. Concerns
included the wording of the referendum, voter participation, timing, potential
costs of delaying a decision, and the need for residents to have meaningful input.

ii. Alderman Hillman made a motion to remove this from postponement. Alderman
Lack seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack,
Hergert. Nays: Jones Waterman, and Strobbe. Absent: Swemline.

Motion passed with 4 ayes, 3 nays, 0 abstention, and 1 absent.

iii. Alderman Hillman made a motion to defer this agenda item until after the
informational meeting in October. Alderman Jones seconded the motion. Upon
roll call; Ayes: Hillman, Jones, Waterman, and Strobbe. Nays: Stablein, Lack, and
Hergert. Absent: Swemline.

Motion passed with 4 ayes, 3 nays, 0 abstention, and 1 absent.

b. Discussion and possible action: Facility Fee Reduction and Waiver Policy
i. Council discussed the proposed facility fee policy and how the different waiver
and reduction categories would apply in real-world situations. Concern was
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expressed that the policy was intended to make the process clearer and more
consistent but could still leave room for individual interpretation or exceptions.
Discussion was held on whether city employees' retirement parties, benefits, and
similar special events would automatically qualify for a waiver or whether they
would still need to come before Council for approval. They discussed adding
language that would allow for special circumstances while still establishing
consistent guidelines, and how organizations such as Champions for Kids and
other community groups would be classified under the policy. Questions were
raised about how the "actual cost" used to determine a reduced fee would be
calculated. Staff indicated that the amount had not yet been finalized and would
likely be based on costs such as staff time and other expenses.

ii. Alderman Hillman made a motion to approve taking this to full council.
Alderman Strobbe seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman,
Lack, Jones, and Hergert. Nays: Waterman and Strobbe. Absent: Swemline.
Motion passed with 5 ayes, 2 nays, 0 abstention, and 1 absent.

10. ADJOURN
10.1. Alderman Stablein made a motion to adjourn at 7:42pm. Alderman Lack seconded the
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and
Strobbe. Absent: Swemline.
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nays, (0 abstentions, and 1 absent.

1. CITY COUNCIL CALL TO ORDER
1.1. Called to order by Mayor Johnson at 7:42pm.

2. ROLL CALL
2.1. Aldermen present: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe.
Absent: Swemline.
2.2. Staff present: Mayor Johnson, Attorney Wright, Police Chief Powless, PW Director
Erichsen, Finance Director Legare, and Clerk Park.

3. REMOTE ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE
3.1. N/A

4. CONSENT AGENDA
4.1. Approve payment of bills — Accounts Payable Invoice report for the period July 28 —
August 10, 2026
4.2. Approve payroll for the period July 26 — August 10, 2026
4.3. Approve 07.27.26 COW & City Council meeting minutes
a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve 4.1-4.3. Alderman Jones seconded the
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman,
and Strobbe. Absent: Swemline.
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent.
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5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

6. NEW BUSINESS
6.1. Approve Ordinance [O-26-10]; amending Ordinance [O-25-11] of the City of Colona

Ordinances amending residential refuse collection rates and providing for annual review

of municipal fees

a. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Hergert seconded the
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and
Strobbe. Nay: Hillman. Absent: Swemline.
Motion passed with 6 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent.

6.2. Approve Resolution [R-26-XX]; authorizing the placement of a non-binding advisory
referendum on the November 3, 2026, General Election ballot regarding future
ownership and long-term investment in the Colona Scott Family Park Campground
a. Item struck from CC agenda; did not pass in COW above.

6.3. Approve Resolution [R-26-20]; authorizing the purchase of two (2) 2026 Ford F-250
vehicles, waiving the formal bidding requirement, and authorizing necessary budget
amendments
a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Hergert seconded the motion.

Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Hergert, and Strobbe. Nays: Jones and
Waterman. Absent: Swemline. Mayor Johnson voted aye.
Motion passed with 6 ayes, 2 nays, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent.

6.4. Approve Resolution [R-26-21]; Authorizing the surplus and disposition of two (2)
public works vehicles
a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Stablein seconded the motion.
Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and
Strobbe. Absent: Swemline.
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent.

6.5. Approve a second amendment to Café¢/Restaurant Lease Agreement with Paints BBQ
a. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve. Alderman Lack seconded the
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Hergert, Waterman, and
Strobbe. Nay: Jones. Absent: Swemline.
Motion passed with 6 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent.

6.6. Approve the Final Plat for Goddard's First Addition, subdividing the original parcel
(PIN 06-24-200-004) into two legal lots while retaining the existing zoning
classification, and authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the Final Plat
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a. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Waterman seconded the
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman,
and Strobbe. Absent: Swemline.

Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent.

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS
7.1. N/A

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION
8.1. N/A

9. ADJOURN
9.1. Alderman Waterman made a motion to adjourn at 7:48pm. Alderman Hillman seconded
the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman,
and Strobbe. Absent: Swemline.
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent.
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