
 

Minutes 
City of Colona, Illinois 
City Council Meeting 

Colona Scott Family Park 
September 8, 2025 

6:00 PM 
Livestream Link: 

https://youtube.com/live/6oMLZmiInSI?feature=share  
 

1.​ CALL TO ORDER 
a.​Mayor Johnson called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 

 

2.​ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3.​ ROLL CALL 
a.​Aldermen present: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe.  
b.​Staff present: Mayor Johnson, Attorney Wright, Police Chief Swemline, Finance Director Jen 

Legare, and City Clerk Park. 
 

4.​ PUBLIC COMMENTS  
a.​Shirley Timbrook - spoke about water and sewer rates and the possible increase 

 

5.​ MAYOR’S REPORT 
a.​Discussed but not limited to: update on Police Chief selection process, update on Local 

Roads grant, Local Lands and Acquositions grant, Safe Routes to School grant, Plan 
Commission public workshop moving dates (to allow time for survey), contract negotiations 
with the Admin team, EPA fecal findings, City Cleanup - bulk and e-waste. 

 

6.​ CLERK’S REPORT 
a.​Digitization project is up and running, all of the Alderman now have their laptops 
b.​New website - mock site has been completed, as long as everything gets approved, we can 

move onto the next step in the process 
 

7.​ COMMITTEE REPORTS 
a.​Public Safety Committee (Alderman Hergert) - gave update on last committee meeting 
b.​Henry County Tourism Board Meeting (Laura Lamantia) - Mayor Johnson read update 

provided by Laura 
 

8.​ CONSENT AGENDA 
a.​Approve payment of bills/claims by vendor report for the period August 26 – September 08, 

2025  
b.​Approve payroll for the period August 11, – August 25, 2025 
c.​ Approve 08.25.25 Public Hearing and City Council Meeting Minutes 
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1.​ Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda letters a-c. Alderman 
Hergert seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, 
Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 

 

9.​ UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a.​None 

 

10.​NEW BUSINESS 
a.​ Approve Resolution [R-25-35]; Authorizing a budget amendment and the appropriation of 

funding to fund the water tower maintenance services agreement with Maguire Iron totaling 
$393,857.00 
1.​ Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Lack seconded the motion. 

Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and 
Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 
 

b.​Approve the closure of Pleasant Alley between Warren Street and Maple Street from 11:00 
AM on September 27, 2025, through 11:00 AM on September 28, 2025, for Swanny’s 
Annual Customer Appreciation Event 
1.​ Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve. Alderman Lack seconded the motion. 

Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and 
Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 

 

c.​ Adopt a proclamation honoring Colona Fire Chief John Swan for his 37 years of dedicated 
service to the Colona Community Fire Protection District and the City of Colona 
1.​ Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Swemline seconded the motion. 

Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and 
Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 

2.​ Discussion: The proclamation will be presented on 9/10/25 at the Fire Department at 6pm 
 

d.​Approve waiving rental fees for the Colona Scott Family Clubhouse on November 1st, 2025, 
in recognition of Chief Mike Swemline’s years of service and dedication to the citizens of 
Colona 
1.​ Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Strobbe seconded the motion. 

Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Abstain: Swemline. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 0 nays, 1 abstain, and 0 absent. 

 

e.​ Approve business license for the I80 Café located at 1356 Cleveland Rd., Colona 
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1.​ Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve. Alderman Jones seconded the motion. 
Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Jones, Swemline, Hergert, Waterman, and 
Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 
 

11.​CLOSED SESSION 
a.​None 

 

12.​ADJOURN 
a.​Alderman Waterman made a motion to adjourn at 6:34pm. Alderman Swemline seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, 
and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 

 
Minutes submitted by:  
 
 
 
Charlotte Park 
City Clerk 
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