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Minutes 
City of Colona, Illinois 

Public Works Committee 
Colona City Hall 
October 6th, 2025 

10:00 AM 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL 

a. Present: Alderman Jones, Waterman, Swemline, PW Director Erichsen, Mayor 
Johnson, Mrs. Woodbury, Mr. Ropp, Mr. Forbes, and Mr. Pivit from Republic 
Services 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

a. Mr. Ropp asked about the status of the water tower, roofs and comprhensive 
capital improvement plan. 

b. Mrs. Woodbury asked when the last time the campground rates were not raised. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approve meeting minutes from September 8th, 2025. Alderman Jones made a motion 
to approve. Alderman Waterman seconded motion passed. 

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Discussed Scott Family Park rates for 2026. Mayor spoke and would like to set up a 
parks committee to look at all rates. Staff are making more and with O&M 
depreciation the campground is in the red. Discussion was had about how we figure 
the campground being in the red. Alderman Jones asked about electrical and water 
problems at the campground, suggested shutting the campground down for a whole 
year and getting everything fixed.  
 

b. Discussed the Colona school salting agreement. PW recommended to approve the 
agreement for the full council 
 

c. Discussed East 1 and 2 water plant and upgrades the system needs. Alderman Jones 
and Waterman took a tour with PW Director Erichen of the plant. There are a lot of 
electrical problems and gauges that don’t work like they should. 

d. Discussed public works painting City owned public restrooms. 
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e. Discussed Fire Hydrant Replacement’s Cost is 6 to 8,000 thousand dollars per 
hydrant. Two hydrants in front of the Colona School are being replaced right now 
should be good to go before school is back in session from their break. 

f. Discussed city hall termite spraying estimate. 

g. Discussed the Republic Services for refuse. Still having problems with LRS the City 
can get out of contract with LRS. Mr. Pivit with Republic spoke and answered 
questions. 

h. Discussed CCTV camera inspections through IRWA. PW Director Erichen would 
like to do as much of old Colona as possible. 

i. Discussed Paints BBQ putting up a permanent gazebo/covered shelter at Scott Family 
Park. Paints BBQ would fund the whole project. It wouldn’t cost the City anything.   

7. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

a. Mayor and PW Director Erichen spoke with Strand about the WWTP. Capital 
improvement plan is being worked on it doesn’t happen overnight. Mayor thinks 
that the committee approach for the campground is the best way to go. Mayor also 
talked about Verizon and them adding equipment. Verizon is going to pay the 
City $10,000. 

8. CLOSED SESSION 

9. ADJOURN 

Motion to adjourn was made at 11:00 AM by Alderman Swemline and 2nd by Alderman 
Jones. Motion passed 3-0 


