
Minutes 
City of Colona, Illinois 
City Council Meeting 

Colona City Hall 
November 10, 2025 

6:00 PM 
Livestream Link: 

https://youtube.com/live/duN-1aEM25M?feature=share  

1. CALL TO ORDER
a. Mayor Johnson called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL
a. Aldermen present: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and 

Strobbe.
b. Staff present: Mayor Johnson, Interim Chief Powless, Public Works Director Erichsen, 

Finance Director Jen Legare, and City Clerk Park.

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS
a. None

5. MAYOR’S REPORT
a. Discussed but not limited to: Public Workshop feedback - including the number of 

participants, the process, and the results, Plan Commission survey update - compiling 
data, Tax Levy Workshop happening at 8:00am on 11/15, discussing TIF IV with the 
Geneseo Superintendent, Holiday Wreath Making Event on 11/23 from 1:00-3:00pm, and 
working on amending a contract concerning a TIF agreement with TJMJ.

6. CLERK’S REPORT
a. Reminder to Council that the Public Comment portion of the meeting is for comments 

and not discussions. If a discussion is needed, please do so outside of meeting time.
b. The website design has been completed and will be implemented next Wednesday, 

starting at 9:00am.

7. COMMITTEE REPORTS
a. Public Safety - Alderman Hergert gave a summary of their last meeting

8. GOOD OF THE ORDER
a. Mayor Johnson gave a shoutout to Jen Legare on completing the MFT Audit! 
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9.​ CONSENT AGENDA 
a.​ Approve payment of bills/claims by vendor report for the period October 28, 2025 – 

November 10, 2025 
b.​ Approve payroll for the period October 26, 2025 – November 10, 2025 
c.​ Approve Treasurer’s Reports for October 2025 
d.​ Approve 10.27.25 City Council Meeting Minutes 

1.​ Alderman Lack made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda letters a-d. Alderman 
Stablein seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, 
Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 

 
10.​UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a.​ Discussion and possible action – City of Colona Refuse Contract 
1.​ Alderman Waterman made a motion to stay with the current contract until July 31, 

2026, and go out for RFP in the spring. Alderman Hillman seconded the motion. 
Upon roll call; Ayes: Hillman, Swemline, Jones, Waterman, and Strobbe. Nays: 
Stablein, Lack, Hergert. 
Motion passed with 5 ayes, 3 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 

 
11.​NEW BUSINESS 

a.​ Approve Ordinance [O-25-10]; amending Ordinance O-23-02 Sections 2, 3, 4, & 5 
regarding travel, meal, and lodging expenses for the City of Colona  
1.​ Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Swemline seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, and 
Strobbe. Nay: Waterman. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 1 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 

2.​ Discussion: Aldermen expressed concern that the proposal process appeared “shady” 
and may have restricted bidders. It was also expressed that waiting until spring to 
issue an RFP would likely result in higher rates, so moving forward with an RFP now 
was recommended. 

 
b.​ Approve Resolution [R-25-47]; declaring city-owned property located at 713 1st Street, 

Colona as surplus and authorizing the sale of said property 
1.​ Alderman Hergert made a motion to approve. Alderman Stablein seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Hergert, Waterman, 
and Strobbe. Nay: Jones. 
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 1 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 

2.​ Discussion: It was asked if there was a way Council could use their discretion to 
approve or deny what is allowed on this property if it is declared and sold as surplus; 
yes. 
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c.​ Approve Addendum No. 1 to the agreement with MaGuire Iron, amending the work and 
fee schedule to distribute costs more evenly over a 10-year period and reflecting an 
increase of $28,289.00 to the 8th Street Tank agreement due to maintenance scheduling 
adjustments 
1.​ Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve. Alderman Swemline seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 

 
d.​ Approve listing agreement with Hawkeye Commercial Real Estate Company 

1.​ Alderman Hergert made a motion to approve. Alderman Stablein seconded the 
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Hergert, Waterman, 
and Strobbe. Nay: Jones.  
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 1 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 

 
e.​ Approve taking back ownership of Park District Records from the Illinois State Archivist 

and adding it to the retention schedule in accordance with the Local Records Act 
1.​ Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Hergert seconded the 

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Lack, and Hergert. Nays: Hillman, Swemline, 
Jones, Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion denied with 3 ayes, 5 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 

2.​ Discussion: It was asked why this was taking place; the State Archivist reached out 
and asked the City to take back ownership. It was stated the Township should take 
ownership of the records. 

 
f.​ Approve Liquor license for Sr Cactus, 504 1st Avenue, Colona, Il 61241 

1.​ Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Hillman seconded the motion. 
Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, 
and Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 
 

Moving into closed session; Mayor Johnson read the closed session agenda items which include 
their qualifications. 

●​ Alderman Lack made a motion to move into closed session at 6:40pm. Alderman 
Swemline seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Jones, 
Swemline, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 
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12.​CLOSED SESSION 
a.​ Discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or 

dismissal of specific employees under [5 ILCS 120/2(C)(1)]. 
 
Concluding closed session and moving back into regular session. 

●​ Alderman Swemline made a motion to end closed session and move back into regular 
session at 6:53pm. Alderman Lack seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, 
Hillman, Lack, Jones, Swemline, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe.  
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 

 
13.​ADJOURN 

a.​ Alderman Swemline made a motion to adjourn at 6:54pm. Alderman Hillman seconded 
the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, 
Waterman, and Strobbe. 
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent. 

 
Minutes submitted by: 
Charlotte Park 
City Clerk 
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