Minutes
City of Colona, Illinois
C@]L@NA City Council Meeting
e Colona City Hall
) November 24, 2025

6:00 PM

Livestream Link:
https://youtube.com/live/duN-1aEM25M ?feature=share

1. CALL TO ORDER
a. Mayor Johnson called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL
a. Aldermen present: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and
Strobbe.
b. Staff present: Mayor Johnson, Attorney Wright, Interim Chief Powless, Public Works
Director Erichsen, Finance Director Legare, and City Clerk Park.

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS
a. Lisa Rossi filled out a public comment card to speak about O-25-11 - not in attendance

5. MAYOR’S REPORT

a. Discussed but not limited to: Pool roof update - the panels are in production, the Holiday
Wreath Event had a good turnout, IMEG’s proposal for the E. 450th Bridge - the proposal
will be taken to the PW Committee and MFT funds will have to be budgeted, Preliminary
insurance rate increases - over 20% and could possibly go up to 26%, and an update from
the Colona Beautification Team sent in by Laura LaMantia - City decorating contest with
awards for “best home” and “best business” being decided on December 19th along with
a reminder of the Colona Senior Light Tour and Christmas Party on Wednesday,
December 17th, starting at 5:00pm at the Green Rock/Colona American Legion

6. CLERK’S REPORT
a. None

7. COMMITTEE REPORTS
a. Finance/Admin - Alderman Stablein gave a summary of their last meeting

8. GOOD OF THE ORDER
a. Alderman Lack is excited for new businesses that will be starting up soon!
b. Alderman Stablein stated she has heard a lot of amazing things from community
members recently
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9. CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approve payment of bills/claims by vendor report for the period November 11 — 24, 2025

b. Approve payroll for the period November 11 — 24, 2025

c. Approve 11.10.25 City Council Meeting Minutes

d. Approve 11.15.25 City Council Special Meeting Minutes

1. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda letters a-d with the

amendment of Attorney Wright being taken off of the attendance list for the 11.10.25
meeting. Alderman Swemline seconded the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein,
Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman, and Strobbe.
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent.

10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
a. None

11. NEW BUSINESS
a. Approve Mayoral appointment of Interim Chief Clinton Powless to serve as Police Chief
of the City of Colona Police Department
1. Alderman Swemline made a motion to approve. Alderman Stablein seconded the
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert,
Waterman, and Strobbe.
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent.

b. Approve Ordinance [O-25-11]; Amending O-24-01 of the City of Colona establishing

sanitary sewer and water fees and to amend sections 2 through 5 and to add section 7

1. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Hergert seconded the
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Lack, Swemline, Hergert. Nays: Hillman,
Jones, Waterman, and Strobbe. Mayoral tie-breaking vote: Aye.
Motion passed with 5 ayes, 4 nays, (0 abstain, and 0 absent.

2. Discussion: It was asked if the $10 addition to the water bill was going to be a
“forever” charge; yes, until it is changed by Council. It was asked if the City was
assessing the $10 fee for this contract; yes.

c. Approve Resolution [R-25-48]; Announcing the City of Colona’s estimated tax levy of
4.95% commencing May 1st, 2026
1. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Stablein seconded the motion.
Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, and Strobbe. Nays:
Hillman and Waterman.
Motion passed with 6 ayes, 2 nays, (0 abstain, and 0 absent.
d. Approve Resolution [R-25-49], Authorizing the issuance of a City credit card to Police
Chief Clinton Powless with a credit limit of $5,000.00
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1. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Hillman seconded the
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert,
Waterman, and Strobbe.

Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent.

e. Approve Resolution [R-25-50]; waiving the bid process for crack sealing services and
authorizing payment to Affordable Parking Lot Services (Invoice #1508) totaling
$10,355.00
1. Alderman Swemline made a motion to approve. Alderman Stablein seconded the

motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, and
Strobbe. Nays: Waterman.
Motion passed with 7 ayes, 1 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent.

f. Authorize the Mayor to terminate agreement [EECBG23202(24-3183-48261)], an energy
planning grant, between the City of Colona and the Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency (IEPA)

1. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Hergert seconded the
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert,
Waterman, and Strobbe.

Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent.

2. Discussion: It was asked if this grant was one we did not get because it was not
turned in on time; no, we did get the grant, but the deliverables required were not met
1n time.

g. Approval of Mayoral appointments of Alderman Jennifer Hilliman (Chair), Alderman
Jacob Waterman, PW Director Ryan Erichsen, Plan Commission member Brett Jackson,
and SFP Lead Cindy Painter to serve on the Parks Committee, a sub-committee to the
City’s PW Committee
1. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Swemline seconded the motion.

Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, and Strobbe. Abstain:
Hillman and Waterman.
Motion passed with 6 ayes, 0 nays, 2 abstain, and 0 absent.

2. Discussion: It was asked if this is going to include all of the parks; for now the focus
will be on Colona Scott Family Park with hopes to eventually cover them all. A
statement was made if you are on this committee and camp out there to be mindful of
the choices you are making.

h. Approve allowing liquor license holders where alcohol is sold for consumption on
premises to extend operating hours by one (1) hour on January 1st, 2026, from 1:00 AM
to 2:00 AM
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1. Alderman Waterman made a motion to approve. Alderman Stablein seconded the
motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert,
Waterman, and Strobbe.

Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent.

2. Discussion: Police Chief Powless was asked if this was plausible with the PD; yes,

should not be a problem.

i. Approve Business License for Cool Doggie Den, LLC located at 101 1st Street, Colona,

IL

1. Alderman Lack made a motion to approve. Alderman Swemline seconded the motion.
Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert, Waterman,
and Strobbe.

Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent.

2. Discussion: The owner made a statement that this space will be a rentable enrichment
area for dogs, including mock grooming, vet, and shopping stations. They support
mental health advocacy, and they will offer training but they are more focused on
renting the space; other trainers are more than welcome to rent the space!

j- Authorize City Staff to immediately distribute Request for Proposals (RFP) for Refuse and
Recycling Services, with any resulting services agreement to take effect on August 1st,
2026
1. Alderman Stablein made a motion to approve. Alderman Lack seconded the motion.
Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Lack, Swemline, Hergert. Nays: Hillman, Jones,
Waterman, and Strobbe. Mayoral tie-breaking vote: Aye.
Motion passed with 5 ayes, 4 nays, (0 abstain, and 0 absent.

2. Discussion: It was expressed the want and need to go out for RFP now instead of
waiting until the new year in order to lock in cheaper prices. It was also expressed that
a “cool down” time is thought to be necessary due to two companies previously giving
their proposals.

12. CLOSED SESSION
a. None

13. ADJOURN
a. Alderman Swemline made a motion to adjourn at 6:54pm. Alderman Waterman seconded
the motion. Upon roll call; Ayes: Stablein, Hillman, Lack, Swemline, Jones, Hergert,
Waterman, and Strobbe.
Motion passed with 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain, and 0 absent.

Minutes submitted by:
Charlotte Park
City Clerk
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